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Chorlton, Maer and Whitmore Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Minutes 

First Meeting of Steering Group 

10:00 am, 16 June 2015, Whitmore Village Hall 

1. INTRODUCTIONS 
Carl Evans, Whitmore Parish 
Richard Oppenheimer, Chorlton Parish 
Eric Chadwick, Chorlton Parish 
Glenys Chadwick, Chorlton Parish 
Audrey Hulme, Maer Parish with an interest in Butterton 
Vera Pellington, Maer Parish 
David Lovatt, Maer Parish 
Sue Keller, Whitmore Parish 
Richard Latham, Whitmore Parish 
Keith Lawton, Whitmore Parish 
Derek Davies, Whitmore Parish 
Judith Oppenheimer, Whitmore Parish with an interest in Chorlton Parish 
Andrew Mainwaring, Maer Parish (late arrival) 
 
Meeting chairman: Carl Evans 
Minutes taker: Glenys Chadwick 
 
Apologies: 
Val Follwell 
Ian Snaith 
Bob Mottershead 
 
2. QUICK REVIEW OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING (NP) 
Judith gave a presentation on Neighbourhood Planning.  Judith will provide the group with a copy of the 
presentation.  There was discussion and sharing of knowledge on NP which included: 

 It is proposed that the whole area of the three parishes to be included in the NP. 

 The NP must not specify less development than is provided for in the Local Plan; we will need to refer 
to the Core Spatial Strategy and the withdrawn Local Plan.  

 Funding available for training on NP?  (Judith to look into) 

 Parish Council precept a possible source of funding – to bear in mind for next year’s Parish Council 
budgets. 

 Local Planning Authorities receive funding to support Neighbourhood Plans as they are prepared. 

 Chorlton, Maer and Whitmore Parish Councils have decided to have a steering group for the NP; but 
formal submissions to the Borough Council will be from the Parish Councils. 

 
3. DESIGNATION AND REGISTRATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA 
A valid application to the Local Authority for designation of a neighbourhood area must include a map of the 
area applied for, a supporting statement, a statement that the applicant is a relevant body, eg a Parish Council. 
Judith to check whether the Borough Council wants to receive a single application, or applications from all 
three parish councils. The government favours the neighbourhood planning process and Local Authorities are 
required to provide support and advice. 

 
3.1 Definition of Area Boundary 

 
Richard presented a map showing the parish boundaries superimposed on a Google terrain map of the 
area, and a more detailed map supplied by the Borough Council showing the three Parish boundaries. 
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He drew the group’s attention to the green belt area of Whitmore parish, the open countryside area, 
and the village envelope of Baldwins Gate. He explained difference between green belt and open 
countryside. 
 

3.2 Supporting Statement (draft) 
 
Comments were requested from regarding the draft supporting statement that had been circulated.  
Discussion and comments included: 
 

 Identify Baldwins Gate as a main population centre within a sparsely populated area. 

 Remove mention of Loggerheads as not pertinent to this plan. 

 Add “business” to “Employment and housing”  

 Add “Community assets” as a separate bullet point. 

 Add “Demographics” as a separate bullet point. 

 Bullet points on strategic routes and transport to follow one another with a phrase identifying 
common characteristic of traffic through the area. 

 M6 northbound to be added to final sentence. 

 Add “Woodland” after “Rural environment”. 

 Health and education to be mentioned under “Local services”. 

 Amend “common approach” to “co-ordinated approach”. 
 
Any further comments to be emailed to Judith and, following the alterations, Judith will email to 
Steering Group members the revised draft supporting statement.  The statement will then be 
presented at Maer and Chorlton Parish Council meetings to be held within a week of today’s date. 
 

4. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND TRANSPARENCY 
4.1 It was agreed to hold a public meeting for the three parishes in Whitmore Village Hall on Monday, 29 

June 2015 at 8.00pm. The ward councillors will be invited. Planning Department will be invited to send 
an officer. Meeting to be advertised by posters around the parishes. The Steering Group members will 
be introduced at the meeting. 

4.2 An article will be published in the next Whitmore PC newsletter and “One Way” magazine. 
4.3 A separate website will be set up. 
4.4 Dates and frequency of Steering Group meetings will be decided when registration of the 

neighbourhood area has been completed.  There will be, however, a scheduled meeting of the group 
following the public meeting, on Tuesday evening, 30 June 2015, tbc. 

4.5 The guidance on transparency in neighbourhood planning recommends that steering group meetings 
be open to the public. The group had no problem with this. 

 
5. CONSULTANTS AND NETWORKING 

5.1 The group agreed to invite County Councillor David Smith and Ted Holland (ex borough councillor and 
retired planning officer) to speak to them about neighbourhood planning and the three parishes.  To 
be arranged at a later date, after completion of registration 

5.2 Richard advised that, as far as he is aware, there are four NP groups in the area: our own, 
Loggerheads, Keele and Madeley. The meeting agreed that it was a good idea to network with these 
groups and share knowledge. 

 
 
6. RELATIONSHIP TO PARISH COUNCILS 

6.1 The group agreed to use the specimen terms of reference already circulated; any suggestions for 
revisions to be sent to Sue Keller. 

6.2 Until grant funding can be secured, the Steering Group will look to the Parish Councils to reimburse 
any expenses and cost of village hall hire. VAT receipts will be needed for any purchases. 
 

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
7.1 Brief discussion concerning when NP would take effect. 
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7.2 Brief discussion the public meeting. Area map will be presented; presentation to explain NDP, its 
purpose and benefits; seeking support for NDP; call for people to participate and contribute skills. 

7.3 Brief discussion about chairing of the Steering Group. Carl agreed to facilitate the meetings until such 
time as the neighbourhood area is designated, after which a chairperson other than a parish councillor 
could be appointed. 

 
8. NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday evening, 30 June 2015, time and place (Whitmore Village Hall) tbc. 
 
The meeting ended at 12.00 noon. 
 
 
 
 


