
CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING 

 

7pm  28 July 2015  Whitmore Village Hall 

 

Members present: 

Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Derek Davies, Val Follwell, Audrey Hulme, Sue Keller, 

Keith Lawton, David Lovatt, Andy Mainwaring, Judith Oppenheimer 

 

Aplogies: 

Richard Latham, Richard Oppenheimer 

 

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 

Although initially reluctant to do so – as he is also a parish councillor -  Derek agreed to take on the 

role of chairman having been proposed and seconded. 

 

NEWS UPDATE 

Judith gave the group a news update on our own and neighbouring applications and on local 

planning applications and appeals. 

 

ASSISTANCE/ADVICE FROM BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Over the course of recent weeks members of the group had viewed various websites concerning the 

development of Neighbourhood Plans.  Without exception they all indicated that the relevant 

Council had provided advice and assistance.  The hope was expressed that Newcastle under Lyme 

Borough Council would prove to be equally helpful.  With this in mind Judith is to approach the 

Council for information on how they might help us and whether a Council officer would be 

prepared to attend a meeting in the near future. 

 

TASKS TO BE UNDERTAKEN BEFORE NEXT MEETING 

Whilst it was accepted that any work undertaken prior to the N-u-L Cabinet meeting on 16 

September might be regarded as somewhat premature there was general agreement that it would be 

useful to make a start on some projects: 

 

Funding 

 There was general discussion as to which organisations or persons might be able to help with or 

provide information on funding. Following on from this - 

Keith to enquire whether Borough still has a funding officer 

Judith to contact Elena Sudlow, clerk of Maer & Aston PC 

Derek to contact David Loades and also Locality 

 

Questionnaire 

Val brought to the group a questionnaire that Eccleshall had used in the preparation of their NP. 

General opinion was that it was concise and appropriate and we felt we should prepare an initial 

questionnaire on similar lines.  Sue volunteered to do this. 

 Keith to make enquiries as to the likely cost of printing the questionnaires. He is also going to look 

into the possibility of getting the Locality Neighbourhood Plan booklet printed. 

 There followed some discussion on distribution of the questionnaires.  David noted that - on the 

basis of experience with a parish plan questionnaire - we would be likely to achieve the best 

response rate if we were able to distribute and then collect the questionnaires by hand. 

 

 



Skills audit 

Judith showed an A4 sheet depicting skills likely to be required.  Derek offered to adapt this to 

spreadsheet format and email to group members. We would then be aware of which skills we would 

particularly be looking for in new members. The group currently lacks younger members who 

would be likely to bring different skills to and possibly have a different outlook on the project. 

 

LOGGERHEADS RESIDENTS ACTION GROUP 

Judith read to us a long and very well composed letter of 28 July  from this Action Group to the 

chief executive of N-u-L Borough Council concerning the Borough's ambivalence on the question 

of whether or not it has a 5- year land supply and the effect that this has already had on recent 

planning applications. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

7pm Tuesday 25 August 

 

Meeting closed at 8.35pm. 

 

 


