
CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING 

 

7pm  25 August 2015  Whitmore Village Hall 

 

Members present: 

Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Derek Davies, Val Follwell, Audrey Hulme, Sue Keller, 

Keith Lawton, David Lovatt, Judith Oppenheimer, Richard Oppenheimer 

 

Aplogies: 

Richard Latham, Andy Mainwaring 

 

STEERING GROUP MEMBERS 

Derek informed us of Richard Latham's decision to withdraw from the Committee due to other 

commitments which limit the time and effort he can devote to the project.  He has indicated 

however that he is prepared to lend support when required. 

It was noted that 3 people who had originally expressed an interest in joining the group had 

attended few, if any, meetings and had not sent apologies.  It was agreed that they be contacted to 

enquire whether they still wished to be involved in the group.  Audrey to contact Bob Mottershead 

and Vera Pellington, Val to contact Ian Snaith. 

Judith has a contact on the School's PTA with whom she will discuss whether we might perhaps 

address one of their meetings with a view to engaging them with our plan and possibly finding new 

younger members for our group. 

 

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

Judith reported that Eccleshall felt unable to provide us with any advice resulting from their 

experience in preparing NDP and so she offered to contact Gnosall on the same subject. 

Judith had heard from Elena Sudlow who was to make more enquiries re grants and funding and 

then report back. 

Derek is still waiting to hear from David Loades on the question of funding. 

Derek had spoken to Locality who will provide more information and explanations re funding. 

When the time comes for us to submit our requirements for funding we then have 6 months in 

which to spend the money. 

Keith reported back on the cost of printing the questionnaire:  £95 for 2,500 single-sided, £195 for 

double-sided. 

Derek had contacted Locality about re-printing their excellent booklet and is waiting to hear from 

them. 

Maer and Aston website is now up and running with a link to our site. 

 

NEWS UPDATE / STATUS OF NDP SUBMISSION 

Stewart Donohue, Senior Planning Policy Officer had updated Derek and Judith  following the end 

of the consultation period (24 August)for our application to designate the 3 parishes as a 

neighbourhood area. Derek briefly ran through the list of submissions/comments (and we have since 

all received the full copy by email).  SD reported that the planning officers would be recommending 

to Cabinet that they approve our area application at their meeting on 16 September. 

SD has agreed to attend our meeting on 27 October. 

 

Judith and Keith reported on Loggerheads Residents Action Group and on Whitmore parish 

council's complaints following the recent approval of contentious applications.  A joint approach to 

the Ombudsman may follow. 

David Loades had visited local contentious developments with a representative  from Community 



and Local Government. 

 

STEERING GROUP TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The Terms of Reference document has been prepared by Whitmore PC and is being circulated to 

Derek and Judith for comment before its presentation to the other parish councils for final approval.  

It is expected that this process will be completed and the Terms of Reference circulated to the 

Committee before our next meeting in October. 

 

Derek expressed his grave concern that some residents may be of the opinion that the preparation of 

a NDP is just about curtailing all development.  We all supported his view that this is definitely not 

the case and agreed that our objective is to ensure  we have appropriate development which fits with 

the needs of the residents and the character of the Parishes. Further, in so doing, to influence the 

Borough's policy and achieve an outcome for our Parishes which is acceptable to both residents and 

Borough. 

 

SKILLS QUESTIONNAIRE 

Derek had collated the information from this questionnaire and it seems that we can be reasonably 

confident that the steering group possesses all skills required for this project.  Richard's skills in 

website design etc., ably supported by Sue, were duly noted and added to the skills summary. 

 

NDP QUESTIONNAIRE 

Richard and Sue engaged us all in a questionnaire planning exercise covering the main topics of  

Housing and Population, Services, Transport. Employment, Environment.  They will analyse the 

recordings made and present a draft questionnaire at our next meeting. 

We need to consider whether there will be one questionnaire per household or one per person, 

whether we will have a separate questionnaire for teenagers and whether it will be paper, online or 

both. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Richard gave an informative presentation on this topic which prompted discussion as to whom we 

should be communicating, the reasons for communicating with particular groups and how we might 

actually communicate.  Whereas email, twitter, facebook and our website are all effective means 

that we can use it was recognised that not all the residents use social media and that more 

conventional methods must also be considered eg flyers, meetings (both central and smaller local 

ones) and the media (local radio and publications). 

 

NDP SCOPE AND CONTENT 

After some discussion we concluded that it was perhaps a little premature at this stage to decide on 

scope and content. It was felt that probably we would limit ourselves to the 5 topics to be covered in 

the questionnaire (see above) plus an additional topic of Community. 

Judith brought to our attention a sustainability appraisal document which would help us to ensure 

that our plan is compliant with regulations.  She is to email the document to all of us. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

7pm Tuesday 29 September 

 

Meeting closed at 9pm. 

 

 


