
CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING 

 

7pm  29 September 2015  Whitmore Village Hall 

 

Members present: 

Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Derek Davies, Val Follwell, Audrey Hulme, Sue Keller,  

Keith Lawton, Andy Mainwaring, Judith Oppenheimer, Richard Oppenheimer 

 

Also present: Tony Bardell (representing David Lovatt) 

                       Keith Abbott (vice chair, Gnosall NDP team) 

 

Aplogies: 

David Lovatt 

 

PRESENTATION FROM KEITH ABBOTT 

Keith began by summing up the preparation of the Gnosall NDP as a “good experience”.  He gave 

an extremely informative presentation on the whole process, beginning with his attendance at 

Stafford Borough's annual planning forum when NDP was first mentioned – and no-one was quite 

sure what it was – and ending with publication of the plan.  He stressed that involvement of the 

community is essential and explained how the NDP has already made a difference to planning in 

Gnosall. He did point out though that until such time as the Neighbourhood Plan is in Draft form it 

has no bearing whatsoever on any development.  Keith answered all our questions in great detail 

and everyone agreed that his visit had been extremely helpful to us.  Derek thanked him for taking 

the time to help us so effectively. 

 

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

Steering group members- 

Of the three people contacted about their membership of the group both Bob Mottershead and Ian 

Snaith felt unable to find the time to join us.  Vera Pellington said that she would come to meetings 

when time permitted.  Now that the new term has commenced Judith hoped to be in touch with the 

PTA shortly. 

Funding- 

Derek is still waiting to hear from David Loades. 

Locality booklet- 

Derek has been told that there is no possibility of more copies being printed. 

 

NEWS UPDATE / NDP AREA APPROVAL  

Judith reported that our area application had been approved at the NuLBC Cabinet meeting on 16 

September.  She also read to us a bland response – perhaps best described as an “eloquent silence” - 

from Bill Cash to Richard's letter concerning NuL's possible five year land supply and the exclusion 

of brownfield sites from sites to be considered. 

Keith brought to our attention a notice by Hourigan Connolly of a public consultation event 

concerning the proposed development at Gateway Avenue with outline planning permission for 113 

houses.  The event to be at Whitmore Village Hall, 13 October 2.30 – 6.30pm. 

Keith also reported that Loggerheads Residents Action Group is not pursuing its complaint about 

recent contentious planning approvals. 

 

STEERING GROUP TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The Terms of Reference document had already been emailed to us by Derek. Apart from 

punctuation and grammatical errors the Terms were agreed as being fit for purpose although Keith 



did suggest that we add to it a set of words regarding the relationship with NuL Borough Council.  

 

 

STEERING GROUP MEMBERSHIP & REPRESENTATION 

There was some discussion as to whether the group must include two councillors from each of the 

three parish councils.  In the end it was decided that the Terms of Reference would allow for only 

one councillor if two were not available.  It was agreed that it was obviously important that the 

group should contain members from as wide a geographical area as possible within the parishes. 

Tony Bardell is to join the group as a councillor. 

Judith and Richard to enquire of several other residents whether they would be interested in joining 

the group. 

 

NDP QUESTIONNAIRE & COMMUNICATIONS 

Richard and Sue gave a presentation on the proposed timeline for the questionnaire.  Richard 

explained that if residents are well briefed before they receive the questionnaire then we should 

receive more and much better quality responses.  A presentation to all the parish councils is planned 

for mid October followed by village roadshows in November.  The objective of the latter is to 

introduce the NDP to the outlying communities and to encourage residents to think about the main 

issues involved in local development.  A draft questionnaire is to be piloted in December then, 

following finalisation, the questionnaire will be launched in February with the request for return by 

the end of Feb. 

Richard also outlined for us the content and format of the planned roadshows.  

 With reference to sites for the roadshows Audrey is to make enquiries at Butterton and Val at the 

Madonna Club in Stableford. 

 

PROJECT PLAN AND BUDGET 

Derek had prepared a project plan in some detail beginning with the launch of the project earlier 

this year and culminating in the referendum planned for June 2017. 

With reference to the budget Derek reported that our incidental expenditure is currently being 

covered by an advance from Whitmore PC. 

It was felt that a separate sub-group should be set up to monitor the plan and budget.  This group to 

comprise Derek, Judith and Val. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

7pm Tuesday 27 October 

 

 

 


