
 

 

CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING 
 

7.15pm  27 October 2015  Whitmore Village Hall 
 

Members present: 
Tony Bardell, Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Derek Davies, Val Follwell, Sue Keller, 
Keith Lawton, David Lovatt, Andy Mainwaring, Judith Oppenheimer, Richard Oppenheimer 
 
Aplogies: 
Jill Hunt, Audrey Hulme 
 
NON-ATTENDANCE OF STEWART DONOHUE 
As previously minuted we had expected Stewart to attend this meeting but in a phone call 
to  Derek  he had said that he would be unable to attend. Derek read out an email from 
Helen Beech who apologised for the confusion and said the department was preparing a 
report to Cabinet on the resources it would need to support NDP groups. She asked if we 
would let the Borough know what support we would like to receive for the NDP.  
 
MATTERS/ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MINUTES 
Funding - Derek has now heard from David Loades who confirmed that he can help with 
funding and suggested a meeting with Derek to discuss what we want and the timing of 
our requirements. 
 
Terms of Reference - Keith’s suggestion about liaison with NuL Borough Council has been 
added and the Terms are now ready to be submitted to Newcastle.  Derek is to include 
these with other submissions to Helen Beech. 
 
SG Members - Chorlton currently has no PC member on our Steering Group so this must 
be rectified asap.  Judith not yet had opportunity to speak to other prospective members 
but will do so before next meeting. 
 
NEWS UPDATE 
The public consultation event of 13 October for the Gateway development was not felt to 
have been an overwhelming success by those members who attended.  Keir seemed 
unaware of important issues, among them the susceptibility to flooding. 
 
HS2 - there was some discussion as to whether the proposed construction in this area is 
to be commenced  earlier than scheduled and also how the “blight” of HS2 is affecting 
applicants’ ability to get mortgages approved. 
 
Heritage Lottery funding - Derek, Andy and Judith (together with Wendy Kinson and Elena 
Sudlow)  had attended a meeting on this subject.  They had found the presentations 
interesting and learned that HL funding is not only for buildings but can also include areas 
such as the environment, oral history and history projects for schools. 
 
Judith had emailed all members concerning an e-petition to give parish councils the right 
to appeal planning decisions.  Most members had already signed.  Judith pointed out that 
it is important that the petition is forwarded to as many people as possible and to as many 
different parts of the country as possible. 
 



 

 

UPDATE ON PRESENTATION TO PARISH COUNCILS 
Richard and Sue made this presentation at Maer Village Hall on 15 October.  It was well 
attended by Councillors and some Steering Group members also attended.  Sue gave us a 
flavour of comments made such as: lack of employment opportunities in the area, an 
urban population living in a rural area, the possibility of re-opening a local train station 
(noting HS2 and connections to Crewe), lack of recreational activities for young people 
and the need to promote the character of the area. 
 
NDP QUESTIONNAIRE/COMMUNICATIONS 
Our own email distribution list currently comprises about 40 addresses. We will use this for 
communications plus the HS2, Maer Hills and Baldwins Gate Action Group lists. 
We can also ask recipients to forward the contents to as many others as possible. 
 
Richard and Sue have arranged the roadshow events – there are to be 5 events at this 
stage, details on our website. There was considerable discussion as to how we should 
best advertise the Roadshows – whether we should just use posters or whether we should 
also deliver flyers to as many households as possible.  Keith is to check with the Post 
Office re the cost if they were to distribute the flyers for us. 
Derek is to include the Roadshow details in his submission to Helen Beech. 
 
 The questionnaire is still work in progress at this stage.  There was some discussion as to 
whether we should offer the option to complete the questionnaire online.  This would 
reduce the cost of data entry which is likely to be substantial if we aren't able to do it 
ourselves but we would need serial numbers to avoid the possibility of duplication.  
Richard explained the need to avoid open questions on the questionnaire. 
The draft questionnaire should be ready for our meeting at the end of January and the final 
version is scheduled to go out in mid February. 
 
 PROJECT PLAN & BUDGET 
We are still aiming for a 22-month project length.  Derek is waiting for feedback from 
NuLBC on the Project Plan which was sent to them on 15th October.   
Derek explained that we will be eligible for a grant of £8000 from Locality.  Once we make 
an application for grant monies it may take up to one month to be approved then we must 
spend the grant within 6 months or by the financial year-end (31 March) whichever is the 
sooner. 
As ours is a “complex” NDP (because it involves 3 parishes) we are also entitled to 
technical support.  No value is attached to this but it can cover a wide range of subjects.  
These are listed on page 16 of the Locality leaflet entitled “Guidance notes for applicants”         
which Derek has emailed to us. 
 
At their sub-committee meeting Derek, Judith and Val had come up with some ideas for 
local fundraising to cover items for which we will receive no grant aid.  These were put to 
the members. No further proposals were forthcoming.  We decided to have a box for 
donations at all the roadshow events and Val said she would look at arranging 
walks/rambles around the parish in the hope that those taking part would be prepared to 
make a small donation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

WHAT INFORMATION/TECHNICAL SUPPORT DO WE REQUIRE FROM NuLBC? 
This is best illustrated by the “jigsaw” on page 3 of the  Planning Aid leaflet “Who to speak 
to at your local authority”  forwarded by Derek to all members.  It was felt that all areas of 
this jigsaw were applicable to our project apart from Democratic Services.  Derek agreed 
to consolidate the information and to forward it to NuLBC in response to their request to 
identify those areas where we require support from them. 
 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT FROM LOCALITY/CONSULTANTS 
Technical support from Locality has been explained above under the Project plan/Budget 
heading. 
Derek has spoken to various communities about the consultants they have used.  He 
plans to speak to more and then discuss his findings with us at the next meeting. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Keith suggested that it might be useful to seek meetings with elected members, including 
the portfolio holder for planning, and other officers in addition to those with whom we have 
already had contact. 
 
Our meeting scheduled for December is cancelled.  Judith is to try to book the room for 
January 5th instead. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
7.15pm Tuesday 24 November  
 
Meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
 
 

 


