
 

 

CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING 
 

7.15pm  24 November 2015  Whitmore Village Hall 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tony Bardell, Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Derek Davies, Val Follwell, Sue Keller, 
Keith Lawton, David Lovatt, Andy Mainwaring, Judith Oppenheimer, Richard Oppenheimer 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Jill Hunt, Ian Laws 
 
AUDREY HULME 
All expressed their shock and sadness at the unexpected loss of Audrey Hulme.  It was felt 
to be appropriate that we should send a letter of condolence to her widower. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
Although she has been unable to attend a meeting thus far Jill Hunt is still keen to 
contribute to the Group. 
Ian Laws has been designated as a representative from Chorlton PC but this requires 
confirmation. 
Eddie Slade (former chairman, Chorlton PC) has expressed a keen interest in joining the 
Group but may have problems attending our regular meetings due to prior commitments 
on Tuesday evenings. 
 
MATTERS/ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MINUTES 
Funding - Derek reported back on his meeting with David Loades.  David has committed to 
finding funding for us, particularly in relation to the questionnaire and its analysis. There 
followed discussion as to what we might need, the outcome of which was that Derek is to 
provide David with a list of our funding requirements in relation to community engagement. 
 
HS2 – Derek has at last heard from them concerning our query on the 3km “swathe”.  
Unfortunately it is still not clear what “protect” means in this context. 
 
Minutes – Tony raised the question of when our Minutes are actually approved.  After 
some discussion we agreed on the following: 
1. Draft Minutes prepared by Val are submitted to Derek 
2. Final Minutes are then forwarded to Group members.  After 48 hours the Minutes 
will be assumed to have been approved by the Group unless any Member has made a 
comment or raised a query within that time. 
3. The approved Minutes will then be forwarded to the Clerks of the 3 Parish Councils 
who will in turn distribute them to Councillors so that they receive them within one week of 
deemed approval. 
4. The Minutes will be posted on the website within 2 weeks and will be formally 
signed off at the next Group meeting. 
 
NEWS UPDATE 
Derek referred us to his conversation earlier this month with the Development Manager for 
Sanctuary Housing whom he contacted to establish their views on the number of 
affordable/social housing units that were needed in the NDP area. (He has previously 
emailed to us his report on that conversation).  In summary Sanctuary have shifted 



 

 

direction and will now focus on building houses for sale as a means of supporting their 
affordable/social housing programme.  They have already been offered a site in 
Loggerheads.  As to their future needs for affordable/social housing in our area it seems 
they obtain their information from NuLBC thus we will need to do the same. 
Derek is also going to speak to Aspire in this subject. 
 
PROJECT SCOPING 
Keith summarised to the Group the outcome of an informal meeting which was attended 
by some members last week.  The details can be seen in Judith's blog of  18th November  
on our website.  There was then lengthy discussion concerning the relationship between 
our NDPlan and the Local Plan.  It was noted that for our local area the NDP is likely to be 
more detailed than the Local Plan.  Also that our community engagement will be higher. 
 
Helen Beech had emailed to Derek a table setting out draft proposals to distinguish the 
roles and responsibilities of NuLBC and our lead authority (Whitmore) throughout the 
project.  We appreciated that a considerable amount of work had gone into preparing the 
table and we found it to be helpful. 
 
We discussed housing needs for the area and concluded that an accurate and detailed 
assessment is vital to our project.  As ours is a “complex” NDP (because 3 parishes are 
involved) we will qualify for technical support which may well include a housing needs 
survey.  Further enquiries to be made. 
 
AREA PROFILING 
As Judith explained in her blog of 18 November we need to know where we are now 
before we can work out a plan of where we want to be. There is a lot that we can ascertain 
prior to receiving questionnaire responses telling us what is wanted in the future.  For 
much of this work good local knowledge will be invaluable.  Apart from volunteers within 
the Steering Group we hope that following the Roadshows many more residents will come 
forward with offers of help.   We need to know the neighbourhood in detail, for instance 
how many people live here and what do they do; what services do we have and how do 
we use them; do we have services that are not used and if so, why not; what green spaces 
do we have and how are they used; what do we know about the biodiversity of the area.  .  
With the aid of some interesting maps provided and displayed on screen by Richard there 
followed more discussion on these topics particularly concerning sewage facilities! 
 
ROADSHOWS/ QUESTIONNAIRE/COMMUNICATIONS 
Details of the Roadshows have been widely publicised.  Derek confirmed that Helen 
Beech and colleagues from NuLBC have been invited and will be most welcome. 
We will request email addresses from those attending the Roadshows.  This will help us 
with more direct community engagement. 
We will also have a collection bucket at each Roadshow in the hope that residents will 
make donations to help with general funding for the NDP. 
 
No progress now on the questionnaire until after the Roadshows. 
 
SUPPORT  FROM NuLBC 
See above under “Project Scoping” for notes on the table of draft proposals for roles and 
responsibilities.  The table states that at the lead authority's request the council will 
participate in an initial meeting to provide an overview on the procedure and issues thus  
Helen Beech has been duly invited by Whitmore PC to hold such a meeting. 



 

 

Derek had heard from Helen Beech asking if he had any objection to a joint meeting with 
Loggerheads. There was no objection but as this would involve significantly more 
participants Derek had asked if the meeting could be at NuLBC premises.  He is waiting 
for Helen to suggest dates.  Tony asked about Parish Council representatives attending 
such a meeting and we decided that each PC should be able to send 2 representatives to 
the meeting. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm 
 
NEXT MEETING 
7.15pm Tuesday 5 January 2016 
 
 
 
 

 


