
 

 

CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING 
 

7.15pm  26 January 2016   Whitmore Village Hall 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Tony Bardell, Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Val Follwell, Victoria Jackson, Sue Keller, 
Keith Lawton, David Lovatt, Judith Oppenheimer, Richard Oppenheimer 
 
In Derek's absence the meeting was chaired by Richard. 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Derek Davies, Ofer el Hashahar, Jill Hunt, Andy Mainwaring 
 
NEW MEMBER 
We welcomed Victoria Jackson who lives in Aston. 
 
MATTERS/ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MINUTES 
Minutes of previous meeting - duly agreed by Group members and signed by Keith and 
Sue.   
Although Helen Beech had indicated she would prefer to receive a copy of our Agenda  we 
agreed  that we would prefer to send her a copy of the Minutes. 
Engagement with the school – Jill had already made some progress on this point and 
Victoria offered to speak to the head teacher to make it clear that the NDP is a non-political 
community project. 
Other matters arising – Working Group, Information Day, Funding from Locality - are 
covered separately below. 
 
NEWS UPDATE 
Planning applications – Keith updated us on matters concerning the Gateway application. 
The application does not conform to conditions imposed by the Appeal Decision.  Serious 
issues identified include landscape, sewerage and drainage. Network Rail in particular has 
raised concerns that the current plans for drainage of the site will lead to flooding of the 
railway. 
Joint Local Plan Issues Consultation/5-year Housing Land Supply Mid-Year Update 
On our Agenda Judith had provided us with a link to these two items. 
The Issues Consultation paper is to be published shortly and will be accessible on the NuL 
website under the “Have Your Say” button.  Judith pointed out that as a Group we will need 
to respond to the consultation paper once it is published. 
With reference to the 5-year Housing Land Supply the briefing by NuL BC to the Planning 
Committee projected a much higher need  than the previous Core Spatial Strategy target.  
Grant application – An application to provide us with funding of £1500 up to 31 March was 
submitted to Locality by Judith on 14 January.  This is to cover printing of leaflets, 
preparation of materials to be used on Information Day (these will be re-useable) and 
roadside banners.  Judith  had also ticked the box to confirm that we are requesting 
technical support with reference to a Housing Needs Assessment. 
 
VISION AND OBJECTIVES 
The working group brought to the full steering group two separate but broadly similar drafts 
of proposals for our vision and objectives.  We were all requested to consider these and 
then email any comments to Glenys by next Monday. 



 

 

 
MEECE BROOK FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT 
Val briefly explained the “Floodplains for the Future” project in this area which was one of 
six pilot projects carried out nationwide from 2007 to 2010.  This particular project had the 
aim of alleviating the flooding problem in Stafford by making better use of natural 
floodplains further upstream. The project did not spread as far upstream as Chorlton Moss 
but this is nonetheless part of the floodplain for the Meece and is effectively a bog. 
Keith pointed out that planners still seem wedded to the view that serious flooding is a 1 in 
100 year event whereas recent news has shown that this is patently not the case. 
Judith had contacted the Flood Team in Stafford regarding advice on how the Stafford flood 
defence scheme might impact on land uses in our Area and had been referred by them to 
the Environment Agency whom she had also contacted.  
 
NATURAL ASSETS – IDENTIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT 
Richard distributed copies of the policies map of the area from NuLBC on which he had 
outlined our Neighbourhood and parish boundaries.  The map identifies Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments, areas designated as Natural Assets and also the only SSSI in the area(Maer 
Pool). Also shown is the BG Village Envelope, Green Belt, Conservation Areas and Areas 
of Landscape Maintenance/Enhancement/Restoration.  We all need to consider whether 
there are any further areas within our parishes which might be classified as Natural Assets.  
It is important for such areas to be identified and assessed so that they can be protected.  
Judith has emailed the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust to find out whom we should contact for 
assistance in identifying and assessing Natural Assets in our Area. 
 
DRAFT POLICIES MAP 
We will have to prepare a Policies map as part of our project. The work  on Natural Assets 
as outlined above will be an important input to this map. 
There was some discussion about the need for us all to look out for and identify 
redundant/derelict buildings and brownfield sites in the Area which should be first options 
for both business and housing development. 
David drew attention to some of the successful businesses already established in our 
Area. 
 
PARISH PROFILES 
Thanks to Richard's generosity we now have parish profiles for all three parishes.  Judith 
will email them to us all and also post a link to them on our website.  They contain a wealth 
of detailed information on each parish which will be invaluable to us in the preparation of 
the questionnaire and our NDP. 
 
ENGAGEMENT 
As a result of our introductory meeting at Whitmore Village Hall plus the 5 Roadshow 
events we estimate that we have spoken to approx. 250 people i.e. a mere 10% of our 
total population.  Clearly we need to do more. As noted above we are now in contact with 
the school which hopefully will result in engagement with the parents – a different age 
group from those who attended the Roadshows who were mainly, although not exclusively, 
older residents.   
Publicity banners – more of which below - will also help with the engagement process. 
 
INFORMATION DAY, 12 MARCH  
We have a space booked for this event so now we have to work on some sort of striking 
exhibition which will attract people's attention and interest in our project.  The work on 
vision and objectives will feed into this. 



 

 

 
PUBLICITY BANNERS 
We are planning to have a number of publicity banners printed, each with a different 
slogan, which can be moved around to different locations throughout the parishes.  We are 
all going to try to come up with ideas for slogans before the next meeting and Keith will ask 
Malcolm Johnson, a professional in this field, for some input. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm 
 
NEXT MEETING 
7.15pm Tuesday 23 February 2016 
 
 
 
 

 


