
 

CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING
7.15pm  4 April 2016  Whitmore Village Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:
 Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Derek Davies, Val Follwell,  Sue Keller,  Keith Lawton, 
David Lovatt,  Andy Mainwaring, Judith Oppenheimer, Richard Oppenheimer, 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC/OBSERVERS
Dr J B Tymons (resident of Chapel Chorlton)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
 Jill Hunt, Vicky Jackson
Ofer el Hashahar has regrettably withdrawn from the Group temporarily 
MATTERS/ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MINUTES
Minutes of previous meeting – duly agreed by Group members ; signed by Derek and Sue.
Natural Assets  -  identification of these has been postponed to next meeting.
All other matters arising are covered under separate headings below.
NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIRMAN
Due to other commitments Derek is reluctantly resigning as Chairman although he will 
continue to assist the Group.  Richard was the only candidate for the post having been 
nominated by Sue and seconded by David. His appointment was unanimous.
Derek noted that the Chairmen of the 3 Parish Councils – Whitmore in particular – felt the 
need to ratify our choice of Chair.  Their agreement is of course not required under our 
Terms of Reference and both Sue and Judith objected strongly to this process.
NEWS UPDATE
Gateway –  variances from the original permission were brought up at the planning 
meeting on 29 March. Further information on these matters – including tree planting on the
site, design of layout, affordable housing, street lighting – is to be sought and decisions 
have been deferred.  
BGAG requested a meeting with a senior representative from Kier to discuss the variances
but no response as yet.  
Bellway – there is to be a public consultation meeting at Whitmore Village Hall on 27 April, 
2pm – 7pm concerning the development proposals.
Derek has leafleted all residents of Fair Green Road and Meadow Way asking for their 
feedback/thoughts on the possible development.
HS2 – at a site meeting on 10 March representatives from HS2 and the parishes 
undertook a familiarisation walk along the proposed route.  It seems that the geology 
differs from what HS2 expected and further drillings are required along this section.
Joint Local Plan – all our responses were submitted by the deadline as were those of 
Loggerheads and Keele which have been/will be circulated to everyone in our Group.
Derek to contact Helen Beech concerning date for previously proposed meeting between 
local NDP Groups and the Council.
HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT



 

Derek reported that this commenced on 29 March and is due to be completed by the end 
of May.
NDP ISSUES
Our work on the response to the JLP highlighted many issues relevant to our area.  Judith 
is in the process of identifying the key issues in each of the 8 sections and plans to 
circulate these to all members of the Group.  We should each promptly send comments 
back to Judith so that she can do more work on the project before bringing it back to the 
Group at the next meeting. 
MAPPING
Richard now has specialist mapping software which will be able to take data from many 
sources and means that he will be able to produce maps in a professional format.
STAFFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST
Judith, Richard and Val had a meeting on 15 March with Kate Dewey, SWT Planning and 
Conservation Officer.  Wildlife information for Neighbourhood Plans was discussed – what 
is needed, what is available, how SWT is working with NDP Groups.  Richard to contact 
SWT's mapping specialist with a view to further working together.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING FORUM
In putting together our Neighbourhood Plan we have a duty to co-operate with 
neighbouring parishes.  So far the only parishes with a plan in progress are ourselves, 
Loggerheads and Woore.  Keele PC is holding a public meeting on the subject on April 27 
and Madeley too may shortly start work on a plan.  Richard has therefore suggested that it 
would be appropriate to form a Neighbourhood Planning Forum for discussion and 
exchanging ideas between the parishes. 
 
 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Information Day update  - a resounding success in terms of community engagement.  
Attendance at our stand was high; people asked a lot of questions and seemed genuinely 
interested in the project.
School engagement day – 13 April – with neither Jill nor Vicky at the meeting there was 
little we could discuss.  Derek to contact them to enquire if they need more help on the 
day.
Questionnaire progress and timescales – after some discussion as to whether June or 
September would be the better time to distribute our questionnaire the majority opted for 
September.  An online option, distribution and collection,analysis and collation of data were
also discussed.
PROJECT PLAN 
Derek to update.
GRANT STATUS
Position reconciled to 31 March.  We have spent £1408.44 of £1500 claimed.  Balance of 
£91.56 to be returned to Locality.
Our next application will be to cover the questionnaire and its analysis.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
On behalf of all the Steering Group members David thanked Derek for all the time and 
effort he has put in to his role as Chairman.
The meeting then closed at 9.15pm



 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
 Tuesday 26 April, 7.15pm 


