
 

CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

 
MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING

7.15pm  30 August 2016  Whitmore Village Hall
MEMBERS PRESENT:
 Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Val Follwell, Vicky Jackson, Sue Keller, Keith Lawton, 
David Lovatt, Judith Oppenheimer, Richard Oppenheimer, Colin Perry
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Carol Davies, Richard Evans, Andy Mainwaring
MATTERS/ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MINUTES
Minutes of previous meeting – duly agreed by Group members ; signed by Richard.
Call for sites
Judith had contacted Locality for advice.  They had no specific advice other than that we 
should keep a paper trail of our actions on this point and the landowners that we are able 
to identify. So far direct approaches have been made to 5 such landowners, all of whom 
have been given a copy of the questionnaire.  We proposed that further enquires should 
be made at the next meetings of all 3 parish councils. 
Housing Needs Assessment
This was sent to Helen Beech on 9th August but no acknowledgement from her as yet.
NEWS UPDATE
Keith reported that solicitors had been instructed by residents of Gateway Avenue 
concerning a strip of land at the end of Gateway which is not owned by Keir.  
Keith also reported that the sewer in Gateway Avenue is blocked.  This has been 
investigated by Severn Trent but no resolution as yet.  This is the same sewer that is due 
to accommodate all the proposed additional new dwellings.
Keir's detailed application for the Gateway development is anticipated to go to committee 
in October. 
FINANCIAL REPORT
Printing of the questionnaire had cost considerably less than budgeted (budget £2604, 
actual £1089). It was suggested that the surplus be spent on more evidence gathering.
It was noted that with reference to VAT we are relying on Whitmore PC to reclaim this on 
our behalf.
PROJECT PLAN
Richard presented on screen for us the timeline to December when the consultant is due 
to be appointed. It was noted that Traffic and Transport evidence gathering is yet to be 
included in the plan and that this would obviously have to take place before the end of the 
year.
APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANT



 

Richard to contact Keele and Loggerheads for details of the consultants they have 
appointed. CPRE was suggested as a source of consultants with specific experience in 
rural planning..
WHITMORE PC
Colin Perry who lives in Butterton and has fairly recently joined Whitmore PC has joined 
the Steering Group. He will report to Whitmore PC and update them on our progress.
NuLBC
Our liaison with the Borough is more or less on hold until they appoint a neighbourhood 
planning officer. Stewart Donohue gone to work for Stoke.
Joint Local Plan issues and options should have been out for public consultation in 
July/August but so far not available.  Because we have a duty not to conflict with the Local 
Plan we need to make enquiries as to its progress.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING FORUM
No further progress to report.  It is hoped that the inaugural meeting will be in early 
September.
QUESTIONNAIRE
Completions to date are 88 on paper and 59 online.  We need to encourage more 
completions – it was felt this would best be achieved by personal contacts particularly, but 
not exclusively, through parish councils.
Chris Taylor had prepared a draft for a youth questionnaire with just 6 questions.  
Unfortunately this cannot be completed online as a parent's signature is required for under
18s.  It was suggested that we should each distribute these questionnaires to young 
people that we know.  Copies will also be available for completion on Family Fun Day.
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT – Family Fun Day, September 17th
We have the neighbourhood map, a neighbourhood quiz, a display of old photos of the 
neighbourhood and a mystery picture competition.  We will promote the main 
questionnaire and the youth questionnaire on the day.  Some members of the group 
volunteered to man the stall.
HERITAGE AND CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
The fieldwork and photography have been completed.  Our window for comment is very 
tight – from 24 September to 3 October.
EVIDENCE GATHERING
Biodiversity and environment – contact has been re-established with Staffs Wildlife Trust 
and a meeting should take place shortly.
Utilities – Judith has written to National Grid, Severn Trent, United Utilities and Western 
Power.  So far only response from Severn Trent who provided a list of water and sewerage
plans.
Highways/traffic and transport – it is hoped that Richard Latham will speak to us and be 
able to offer advice on this topic, possibly at our next meeting.  



 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
 Tuesday 27 September, 7.15pm 


