
 

CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

 
MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING

7.15pm  25 Otober 2016  Whitmore Village Hall
MEMBERS PRESENT:
 Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick, Richard Evans, Val Follwell, Keith Lawton, David 
Lovatt,  Andy Mainwaring,  Judith Oppenheimer, Richard Oppenheimer, 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Carol Davies, Sue Keller, Vicky Jackson, Colin Perry 
There was some discussion over the non-attendance of any representative from Whitmore
Parish Council.  All members felt that this was a serious concern.  Richard O to speak to 
Colin Perry and emphasise that if he cannot attend any meeting of the steering group he 
must ensure that someone else from Whitmore PC is available to attend.
MATTERS/ACTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MINUTES
Minutes of previous meeting – duly agreed by Group members ; signed by Richard.
Neighbourhood Planning Forum
Inaugural meeting took place on 29 September at Keele.
NEWS UPDATE
We had received from the chairman of Keele PC a report on the Parish Council Forum 
meeting held last week.  Concerns had been raised over issues with planning in that Helen
Beech is now the only person with responsibility for Neighbourhood Plans in the borough 
and for the Joint Local Plan.  This must inevitably result in further delays in the progress of 
the JLP.
We discussed the fact that NuLBC will receive/has received £5000 for each 
Neighbourhood Plan in progress in the borough yet we are receiving no help or advice 
such as that received by NP Groups in other boroughs/counties.  It was resolved that we 
should write to the chief executive on this point.
Judith had attended at Loggerheads last week the launch of the consultation on their 
Neighbourhood Plan .  Bearing in mind that Loggerheads NDP  received approval at the 
same time as ours there was some discussion as to why they were so much further ahead 
than us with their Plan. One of the main reasons was felt to be that their parish clerk has 
been able to concentrate on working on the Plan because Loggerheads has appointed  - 
and funded from its reserves - a part-time assistant to the clerk.  
FINANCIAL REPORT
Nothing spent this month.  From the grant received for the 6 months to 31 December we 
still have approx. £1500 left to spend. The next Locality grant period will be to 31 March.  
Judith said that she would like assistance with preparing future grant applications. It was 
noted that Whitmore PC as our lead parish should be completing the grant applications.  
APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANT(S)



 

We have 3 possible names so far. It was suggested that once they had been approached 
we should all receive a copy of their proposals plus a summary of previous plans they had 
prepared and details of their success at examination stage.  It might then be appropriate 
for the group as a whole to give authority to the Monday group to appoint.
HERITAGE AND CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
Today we received the final copy following our extensive review.  One of the 
recommendations in this report is that Whitmore Village Design Statement should be 
revised and extended to cover the whole of the Neighbourhood Plan area.
It was decided to forward the report to Helen Beech at NuLBC and to request comments 
within 3 weeks.  We would also request comments within 2 weeks on the Housing Needs 
Assessment sent to her in August.
BIODIVERSITY AND ENVIRONMENT- HABITAT SURVEY
Judith and Val to meet up in the near future to make plans for this survey.
NuLBC OPEN SPACE AND GREEN SPACE STRATEGIES CONSULTATION
Deadline for responding to this consultation is 15 December. Steering group members to 
work on their own response to this consultation so that we can discuss at our next meeting
and put together a response from the group. This will also give us an opportunity to 
consider our own Open Space and Green Space strategies to include in the NDP. 
HS2 CONSULTATION
We were shown a summary – with brief details of length, height etc – of all the tunnels, 
viaducts, embankments and other installations  that are proposed in the relatively short 
distance between Stableford and the old Market Drayton line.  The disruption to the area 
must inevitably be enormous with probably all local roads affected.
Deadline for responses is 7 November; it was decided that our individual responses should
be sent to Judith by 31 October so that she can collate and prepare a response from the 
group.  It is hoped that the 3 parish councils will also respond.  
QUESTIONNAIRE
Final total of responses received was 540 of which185 were online.
Richard O presented to us the analysis done so far on all the questions. He and Richard E 
to complete more detailed analysis - e.g. responses by age, postcode – which will enable 
us to draw more meaningful conclusions. 
By means of a random number generator the group then identified the winners of the prize
draws: overall winner of £50 voucher is Mrs Susan Bloor and winner of £20 voucher (to 
spend at Sheet Anchor or Swan with Two Necks) for online completion is Michael Dunn.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The questionnaire feedback event proposed for 26 November has been cancelled.  
Instead a results leaflet will be prepared for distribution to all residents and further details 
of the results will be posted on our website.  Further feedback can be given as part of a 
community engagement event at a later date. Also we are planning to give a presentation 
to the 3 parish councils.
 The meeting closed at 9.30pm
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
 Tuesday 29 November, 7.15pm 


