
CHORLTON, MAER AND WHITMORE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 
MINUTES OF STEERING GROUP MEETING 

7.15 28th MARCH 2017, WHITMORE VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
APOLOGIES  
Vicky Jackson, Val Follwell, Glenys Chadwick,  Eric Chadwick,  David Lovatt, Richard Evans 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT  
Richard Oppenheimer, Judith Oppenheimer, Sue Keller, Andy Mainwaring, Keith Lawton, 
Geoff Corbett (Whitmore PC) Hannah Barter (Consultant) 
 
MATTERS ARISING  
No matters arising 
 
NEWS UPDATE 
Judith and Keith  met Claire Coombs the new Neighbourhood Planning Officer for Newcastle 
Borough and she was taken around the area of Baldwins Gate and then had a tour of the 
smaller settlements.  Concern was expressed that she had not attended any of the recent 
roadshows. Claire had told Judith that she would like to attend a Steering Group meeting, 
but she seemed to feel that evening meetings would be difficult because of her part time 
status. It was felt that as she is the NPO she would be available to attend at least one 
Steering Group meeting.    
It was agreed that she should be invited along with Helen  Beech to a meeting about our 
HNA (see below) 
Emails to Claire should also be copied in to  Helen Beech. 
 
Judith met Tom Jonson of  AECOM who is to prepare the Village Design statements and took 
him around Baldwins Gate, including the Kier site, Bellway Homes site and the SHLAA site 
off Coney Greave Lane. They also visited Hill and Chapel Chorlton, Stableford, Maer, 
Weymouth, Aston, Whitmore (including 2 SHLAA sites) and Acton. Tom  took numerous 
photographs. 
He subsequently sent an email to Judith to advise that he had limited time to do the Design 
Statement due to the available budget. His proposed report would cover only Whitmore 
Parish. 
After some discussion 4 categories of settlement were identified in the Neighbourhood area 
and it was suggested that a set of principles, with a gallery of photographs, be prepared for 
each category. Judith to respond to Tom accordingly. 
Tom advised that he will send a draft to us by 21st April and we have to reply with our 
comments by May 1st. Concern was expressed about the shortness of time. 
 
Meadow Way 
Replanting Order served on Don Law by Forestry Commission to replant trees he felled in 
December 2016 
Network Rail require access to their line at all times through the site. 



 
Anticipated date for planning hearing is end of May. 
Bellway have put in a revised plan and it is anticipated that there will be a further 3 Week 
Consultation period. 
 
Kier 
Keith had a site visit with Kier representatives and Ian Webb 
Severn Trent Water are still in discussion with Kier re sewage situation and houses being 
occupied before upgrading of sewage works.  
Dropped kerb not agreed yet to provide construction traffic access to the site. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Our current Grant is £6000 from which Urban Vision  had been paid the sum of £5314, hire 
of village halls for roadshows and  
Steering Group meetings, printing, stationery and other sundry expenses amounting to 
£685.48. Wendy Kinson has received the VAT reimbursement from HMRC and will transfer 
funds due to the Steering Group into the Grant account in due course. 
 
 NEIGHOURHOOD PLAN TEMPLATE 
 
Hannah had prepared a Neighbourhood Plan Template which outlines the work the Steering 
Group have to do in the coming weeks  
Hannah will write the Policies on  our behalf after the Policy Mapping workshop  
Date for Policy mapping workshop is the 25th April and all Steering Group to attend, 
A new date will be arranged for the monthly Steering Group meeting 
 
HNA RESPONSE FROM BOROUGH 
This was reviewed briefly. It was decided that Hannah would invite Helen Beech and Claire 
Coombs to a Monday Group meeting to discuss the issues raised.  
 
REVIEW OF ROADSHOWS 
A disappointing attendance at Aston where 4  parishioners attended; Maer,  12 
parishioners. 
At Whitmore  46 attended, including the speaker. 
 
LOCAL GREEN SPACE 
 
An initial list of potential Local Green Space, including sites in all three parishes, was noted.  
We need ideas from the community in all parishes.  
Current Green/Open spaces in Whitmore Parish Council or NuBLC ownership, and in 
Chorlton Parish ownership were noted.  
 
HABITAT SURVEY 
 
We have paid Staffs Wildlife Trust for habitat data as it was budgeted in our current Grant, 
but will receive the actual mapping and data later on when we have completed surveying. 



Habitat and Green Space need to be dealt with together. 
 
STAFFORDSHIRE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD 
 
Judith had spoken  to an Officer in the Environment department of the County Council who 
had offered to supply maps and listings of heritage assets in the Neighbourhood Area. A set 
of sample reports had been received for Chorlton Parish and a set of reports for the other 
two parishes had now been requested  
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Richard Oppenheimer had  contacted the County Council to ask about access to GIS 
mapping data. It seems that they can supply layers that we want. Richard Evans is looking 
into the QGIS mapping software. 
 
Judith advised about identifying and nominating potential  Character and Conservation 
areas. Possibilities include Sandyfields Baldwins Gate; Chapel Chorlton, area from the Green 
to the old school; Centre of Aston Village; Weymouth, along  A51 and bottom of Minn Bank. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 
 
Date of next meeting: Policy Mapping Workshop 25th April; next business meeting to be 
determined. 


