Chapel & Hill Chorlton, Maer & Aston and Whitmore
Neighbourhood Plan

QUESTIONNAIRE

Your opportunity to shape where you live
In 2012 local communities in England received the right to participate in one of the most
important and significant powers of local government: namely, the power to establish a
Neighbourhood Development Plan that will have equal legal status with the local
authority’s Local Plan once it has passed a referendum and been formally adopted by the
local planning authority. The adopted Neighbourhood Plan has legal weight in decisionmaking on planning matters, unlike non-statutory tools such as parish plans.
Now, for the very first time you have an opportunity to have a real say in how our local
area should develop. The future of our Neighbourhood Area really is in our hands!

How to complete and return your Questionnaire
We hope that every resident aged 18 and over will complete a Questionnaire. You can
complete it either on this paper copy or online at: www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk/
questionnaire. Additional paper copies can be obtained from Station Stores if needed.

Please complete and return your Questionnaire by Tuesday 20th September.
See inside back page for a list of drop-off points around the Neighbourhood Area.

We WANT to hear from you. Your views COUNT!
The Neighbourhood Area of Chapel & Hill Chorlton, Maer & Aston and Whitmore was designated by Newcastle Borough Council
on 16 September 2015, giving local people the opportunity to shape the future development of this locality.
This Questionnaire provides you the opportunity to express your views and influence the future development of our
Neighbourhood Area. Other community consultations will be held as preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan progresses.
We are inviting everyone aged 18 and over to express their opinions on a range of issues by replying to the Questionnaire.
Evidence from this Questionnaire will be used to help develop the Chapel & Hill Chorlton, Maer & Aston and Whitmore
Neighbourhood Plan. The Plan will contain policies and strategies to guide the development of the Neighbourhood Area up to
the year 2033.

Why have a Neighbourhood Plan?
Newcastle-under-Lyme is currently preparing a Joint Local
Plan with Stoke-on-Trent which is expected to be adopted
by the end of 2018.

Over the same period the local economy has changed
significantly. Agriculture now employs fewer people. Some
of our residents have small businesses that they run from
home. Commuters form a significant part of the population
and the disappearance of local and mobile shops has forced
us to become reliant on the urban area, while public
transport to take us into town has declined.

As part of the Local Plan decisions will be made about the
numbers of new houses to be built. Our Neighbourhood
Area will be expected to contribute its ‘fair share’ of these
new houses.

What a Neighbourhood Plan will do

The Local Plan will also contain policies on other aspects of
land use in the plan area of Stoke-on-Trent and Newcastleunder-Lyme, such as for employment, roads and transport,
recreation and a range of community uses. Further policies
will deal with the environment, heritage and protection of
wildlife areas.

We need a Neighbourhood Plan to control the way that
development happens and to ensure that it respects the
character of the Neighbourhood Area, is beneficial to the
community and makes a positive contribution to the local
economy. This is essential if our community is to thrive, but
these matters will not receive the necessary level of
attention in the Joint Local Plan, which will be more
strategic in its focus.

The focus of the planners is very much towards the urban
area, but what is appropriate for the urban area is not
necessarily appropriate for the setting of the rural area, its
communities and its economy. It is therefore very
important for us to have a Neighbourhood Plan that sets
policies that are appropriate for our small settlements and
their rural context.

Our Plan can set policies for where new houses are built, for
the size of developments and the design of dwellings. This
will help to ensure that houses are built in the places where
the community feels they will be most beneficial. It will
enable us to control the appearance of new developments
and ensure that they respect and blend in with the rural
character of what already exists.

Our changing Neighbourhood
In the space of a lifetime the population of Whitmore parish
has grown dramatically, due to development in Baldwins
Gate, Whitmore Heath and Madeley Park Wood. On the
other hand, the populations of Chorlton and Maer & Aston
parishes have declined slightly.

A Neighbourhood Plan will enable us to identify and plan
for the facilities and services that are needed by our
growing and changing population. We need to identify 

*****
Confidentiality
All responses to this questionnaire will be handled confidentially. The questionnaire has been designed so that all data
collected will be anonymous. No information is being collected that can identify you personally. The data collected in the
questionnaire will be analysed so as to form a picture of the needs, opinions and concerns of the community as a whole.

PRIZE DRAW
The proprietors of the Parogon Pub Group have kindly donated two prizes of meal vouchers redeemable at the Sheet Anchor or
Swan with Two Necks. If you would like your name to be entered into a draw for a £50 meal voucher please enter your contact
details below (this draw is also available when you complete the Questionnaire online). Questionnaires completed online will
also be entered into an additional draw for a £20 meal voucher. Contact details are NOT part of the questionnaire. They will be
handled separately and will not be given out to third parties.
Name
Telephone

Email

Please keep me informed about the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan
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our needs in terms of shopping, recreation, sport, leisure,
facilities for local businesses, transport, road safety, and our
rural environment and heritage.

participation of the community. In a series of Roadshows
last November and December participants helped to
identify issues facing the Neighbourhood Area.

The completed Neighbourhood Plan must be approved in a
Neighbourhood Referendum. If it receives approval it will
be adopted by the local authority and become part of the
Local Plan. It will have legal standing and planning officers
will have to refer to the Neighbourhood Plan’s policies
when deciding planning applications.

This questionnaire is designed to elicit your opinions on
some of the important issues that must be considered as
we plan for the development of our Neighbourhood Area.
By identifying needs and planning to meet them we can
plan for a healthy, vibrant local community and economy;
and we can plan for growth and change that do not conflict
with the rural environment and landscape that we all love
and that are the reason why so many of us came to live
here.

Why a questionnaire?
The success of the Neighbourhood Plan will depend on the

HELP WITH YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE
We will have a stall at the Family Fun Day at Whitmore Village Hall on Saturday 17th September,
11am to 4pm. Please come and see us if you need help with completing your Questionnaire.
NOTE: Throughout this Questionnaire “Neighbourhood Area” refers to the three parishes of Chorlton,
Maer & Aston and Whitmore – please see Map on the back of this booklet.

*****

Living in Chorlton, Maer &
Aston and Whitmore

Section A

This section asks about what is most important to you about life in the Neighbourhood Area today and what
you would like to see in the future. The questions are about community services, shopping, availability and
use of open spaces, recreation and leisure facilities and our local heritage.

About Living in Chorlton, Maer & Aston and Whitmore
1. What do you like about living in
Chorlton, Maer & Aston and
Whitmore?

Agree
strongly

Agree

A pleasant place to live
The rural location / lifestyle
Easy access to the countryside
Feeling part of the community
Access to major roads, rail and airports
Proximity to the urban area of
Newcastle and Stoke-on-Trent
Commuting range for shopping, work
or leisure in major cities

Chorlton, Maer & Aston and Whitmore from the air
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Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

Services
2. Please indicate how important
Very
Important
the following services are to you. important

Neutral

Not that Not at all
Don’t know
important important

Doctors’ surgery
First Responders
Fire and Rescue Service
Community Police
Toddlers’ play group
Primary school
Local shops
Post office
Pubs, restaurants and cafes
Rural Runabout
Places of worship
Village halls and associated activities

2a. Are any other services important to you that are not mentioned in Question 2

Shopping
3. Please give your response to the
following statements.

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

The shops in the Neighbourhood Area
meet my day-to-day needs
I shop regularly in the Neighbourhood
Area
I do a lot of my regular shopping in the
urban areas
I do a lot of my regular shopping online

Environment
4. Please give your response to the
following statements.
Litter is a problem
Dog fouling is a problem
Light pollution from buildings is a
problem
Localised road flooding is a problem

4a. Are any other issues of concern to you that are not mentioned in Question 4?
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Telecommunications
5. Please give your response to the
following statements.

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

My fixed line broadband is excellent
My mobile data service is excellent
My mobile voice signal is excellent

Open Space
Definition
An Open Space does not need to be directly or publicly accessible for it to be valuable to the community. Its
value may lie purely in its contribution to the local environment or landscape. It may be in private, commercial
or public ownership.
The following are some examples of Open Space:
Accessible countryside
Parks and gardens
Green corridors

Outdoor provision for children and teenagers
Allotments and community gardens
Cemeteries and churchyards

6. Which of the following are
important to you?

Very
Important
important

Neutral

Outdoor sports facilities
School playing fields
Community green space

Not that Not at all
Don’t know
important important

Chapel Chorlton green
Children’s playground at Whitmore
Village Hall
Chorlton Moss
Cudmore Fishery
Jubilee Gardens (Baldwins Gate)
Local lanes, public rights of way and
bridleways
Maer Hills
Playing field at Whitmore Village Hall
Whitmore cricket ground
Whitmore Heath

6a. Are there any other places/open spaces in the Neighbourhood Area which are important to you? It is valid in
this Questionnaire to list places/spaces with scenic importance.

Recreation and Leisure
Information
The recreation and sporting facilities listed below are available in the Neighbourhood Area. Also, a range of
exercise, dance and movement classes are offered in the village halls and there are an outdoor gym and
playing field at Whitmore Village Hall.
Chipperfield Rifle Range
Clay pigeon shooting
Cudmore Fishery

Equestrian facilities (various)
North Staffordshire Hunt
Slaters Bowling Club
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Whisper Lane sports club
Whitmore Cricket Club

7. Please give your response to the
following statements.

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

Provision for outdoor sport and leisure
in the Neighbourhood Area is important
There are enough opportunities to keep
fit/improve health in the
Neighbourhood Area
The public rights of way are easily
accessible
The Neighbourhood Area’s public rights
of way should be better promoted
More bridle paths are needed
Safe cycling routes are needed
It is important to maintain access to
Maer Hills for walking
The Neighbourhood Area needs more
playing field space
Allotments are required

8. How could opportunities for recreation and leisure in the Neighbourhood Area be improved?

Heritage and Conservation Please refer to Map on back page
The Neighbourhood Area has 3 Conservation Areas (Butterton, Maer and Whitmore Village), 3 Scheduled Ancient
Monuments, over 60 listed buildings and structures, 1 Site of Special Scientific Interest, 1 Regionally Important
Geological and Geomorphological Site, 7 designated areas of wildlife/biodiversity and important areas of wetland
and woodland, including ancient woodland.
9. Which of the following do you
consider important to preserve
the historical and natural
heritage of the Neighbourhood
Area?

Very
Important
important

Neutral

Not that Not at all
Don’t know
important important

To retain the status of the 3
conservation areas
To promote our local heritage to
attract tourism
To identify further structures that
should be protected
To protect the landscape and the
natural environment
To identify further local areas of
wildlife / biodiversity that should be
protected

10. Are there any buildings, structures or areas in the Neighbourhood Area that you would like to see protected
or listed?
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Section B

Use of Land

The Green Belt, Open Countryside and Baldwins Gate Village Envelope
Please refer to Map on back page
Definitions
Green Belt: The purpose of the Green Belt is to stop urban sprawl; to prevent neighbouring towns merging
into one another; to safeguard the countryside from encroachment; to preserve the setting and character of
historic towns; to encourage the recycling of derelict and other urban land. The Green Belt extends from
Newcastle as far as the West Coast Mainline. It covers most of Whitmore parish and a small part of Chorlton
parish.
Open Countryside: Open Countryside is the land beyond the Green Belt boundary. All the land to the west of
the West Coast Mainline is Open Countryside. National planning policy recommends against new isolated
homes in the countryside, except in special circumstances.
Village Envelope: The Village Envelope of Baldwins Gate creates a boundary beyond which development will
not normally be permitted. Since 2013 planning permission has been given to two sites adjoining but outside
the Village Envelope, at Watering Close and Gateway Avenue.
11. Would the following be suitable
uses of land within the
Neighbourhood Area?

Agree
strongly

Agree

Agriculture
Allotments
Biomass energy projects
Caravan and camping sites
Equestrian uses
Fracking
Horticulture
Mineral extraction
Nature reserves and trails
Open space
Picnic sites
Play sites for children of all ages
Rural businesses
Solar fields
Team sport facilities
Tourism-related activities
Wind turbines
Woodland and forestry

11a. Other (please specify)
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Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

12. Please give your response to
the following statements.

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

Housing development should be
permitted in Green Belt areas of
Chorlton and Whitmore Parishes
The Village Envelope of Baldwins Gate
should be extended to allow the village
to grow

Section C

Housing Development

The Neighbourhood Plan provides an opportunity for residents to influence future housing development in the
parishes of Chorlton, Maer & Aston and Whitmore. Therefore the following questions ask you to consider:




What kind of new dwellings (houses/bungalows/apartments) should be built in the Neighbourhood Area
In which parts of the Neighbourhood Area it would be best to build
Specific features to be included in the new properties, e.g. garden, office space, accommodation for
dependents (e.g. granny flats)

Types of New Dwellings in the Neighbourhood Area
Definitions
Starter Homes: Market housing offered at a 20% discount to first-time purchasers under age 40. The
maximum discounted price is £250,000. Properties can be sold after 5 years at the full market price.
Intermediate housing: Housing offered for sale to eligible purchasers at a cost below market level, typically
30% below market price. The purchaser owns 100% of the property and must sell it on the same discounted
terms to an eligible purchaser.
Social housing/Housing Association: Rented accommodation that is let to eligible households whose needs
are not met by the private rental market.
13. Are more of the following types
of dwellings needed?

Agree
strongly

Agree

Houses – 1 or 2 bedrooms
Houses – 3 or 4 bedrooms
Houses – 5+ bedrooms
Apartments
Bungalows
Private rented housing
Starter Homes
Intermediate housing
Social rented housing/Housing
Association
Homes designated for older people or
people with disabilities
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Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

The Location of New Dwellings
Definitions
Brownfield land is land that has previously been built on.
Garden land is land currently used as a domestic garden.
Green Belt is land currently protected by Green Belt status (see Map on back page).
Greenfield land is land that has not been previously developed, generally agricultural land.
Vacant buildings are disused buildings, formerly used for agriculture, industry or residences.

14. Are the following suitable sites
for new homes?

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

Brownfield land
Garden land
Green Belt land
Greenfield land
Vacant/derelict buildings

The Size of New Developments
Information
The site at Gateway Avenue, Baldwins Gate has outline planning permission for up to 113 dwellings.
Infill developments are small developments on previously open spaces.

15. What sizes of development are
preferable in Baldwins Gate
village?

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Small scale
(5-9)

Medium
scale
(10-49)

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

Large-scale (50+ homes)
Medium-scale (each around 10-49
homes)
Small-scale (each around 5-9 homes)
Small ‘inﬁlls’ (1-4 homes)
No further development at all

16. What sizes of development are
acceptable in smaller
settlements? (You can mark X
more than one box)

None

Infills
(1-4)
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Large scale
Don’t know
(50+)

Your Personal Future Housing Requirements
The Neighbourhood Plan, once adopted, will be valid until 2033. With that in mind please complete the
following questions about your personal housing preferences. Please answer even if you plan to stay in your
present home.

17. Which of the following are
important to you?

Very
Important
important

Neutral

Not that Not at all
Don’t know
important important

A property with its own garden
A property with a communally
maintained garden
A property with adequate off-street
parking
A property with room for an office
A property with space for a workshop
A property with space for a dependent
person
An energy-efficient property

18. In the period up to 2033 are you likely to . . .

Yes

No

Don’t know

19. If you are thinking of moving within the Neighbourhood Area do you
intend to . . .

Rent

Buy

Don’t know

20. Do you have family members who may want or need to move into
the Neighbourhood Area in the time up to 2033?

Yes

No

N/A

Stay in your current home
Move to a larger property within the Neighbourhood Area
Move to a smaller property within the Neighbourhood Area
Buy your first home
Move to specialist accommodation – sheltered/care/retirement
Move out of the Neighbourhood Area

Call for Sites
If you have land or vacant / disused buildings that you wish to put forward for housing or business
development we would like to hear from you. Please contact the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group by email to: cmaw-neighbourhoodplan@hotmail.com.
There is no guarantee that any site put forward for development will be allocated for development in the
Neighbourhood Plan. Submission of a site does not give it any formal planning status. Any sites that are
allocated for development in the Neighbourhood Plan would still need planning permission before
development could take place.
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Section D

Employment and Business

21. Your employment status. (You can mark X more than one box)
In full-time work

Seeking to set up a business

In part-time work

Employer

Working from home regularly

At home, not seeking paid work

Working from home sometimes

In full-time education

Self-employed

Carer

Seeking work

Retired

22. If you are an employer in the
Neighbourhood Area

1

2-5

6-10

11-25

26-50

Don’t know

How many employees do you have?
How many of your employees work
part time?
In the next 18 years how many
employees do you expect your
business to have?

23. If you are an employer but not currently operating a business in the Neighbourhood Area, what are the
barriers that stop you from doing so? (You can mark X more than one box)
Lack of suitable premises

Need for employees to travel to workplace

Transport infrastructure

Lack of suitable skills in the Neighbourhood
Area

Internet

Other*

23a. Other (please specify)

Employment Land
24. If more land is required for
employment premises in the
Neighbourhood Area, where
should it be located?*

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

Brownfield land
Garden land
Green Belt land
Greenfield land
Vacant/derelict buildings

* Please see Deﬁnitions on page 9 and Map on back page.
If you are an employer, self-employed or interested in starting a business in the Neighbourhood Area we
would like to understand your needs, e.g. for premises, communal office facilities etc. Please contact the
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group by e-mail to:
cmaw-neighbourhoodplan@hotmail.com
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Travel to Work, School or College
25. If you work or are studying how do you usually travel to your main place of work/study? (You can mark X
more than one box)
Work at
Motor
Walk
Cycle
Car/van
Bus
Train
Taxi
Other
home
bike

26. What distance do you travel to your main place of work/study? (Mark X one box only)
2-5 km
5-10 km
20-30 km 30-40 km 40-60 km
Work at Under 2 km
10-20 km
60+ km
(1-3
(3-6
(12-18
(18-24
(24-37
home
(1 mile)
(6-12 miles)
(37+ miles)
miles)
miles)
miles)
miles)
miles)

27. What is the postcode of the main place where you work/study?

Section E
28. Please give your response to
the following statements.

Traffic and Transport
Agree
strongly

Agree

Traffic speeds on roads in the area are
too high
Our country lanes are used by too
many heavy vehicles
The footpath network is well
maintained and waymarked
The A51 and A53 are safe for cyclists
and pedestrians
The minor roads and lanes are safe for
cyclists and pedestrians
Facilities and services in Baldwins Gate
can be safely accessed on foot
There is good public transport from the
Neighbourhood Area to surrounding
urban areas
I would use public transport between
the villages of the rural area if it were
provided
The A51 and A53 are well maintained
The minor roads and lanes are well
maintained
New developments outside the
Neighbourhood Area are causing
unacceptable growth in traffic through
the Neighbourhood Area
The A51/A53 junctions at Blackbrook
are a major hazard
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Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

28a. Do you have any other comments about traffic and transport in the Neighbourhood Area?

Section F

HS2 Phase 2A

Information
The final decision on HS2 has not yet been made, but if Phase 2A goes ahead as currently indicated,
preparatory work, construction and line testing (planned for 2020–2027) will cover a significant period of the
Neighbourhood Plan.
29. Please give your response to
the following statements.

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

There will be a severe negative impact
on the property market in the
Neighbourhood Area
Transport and accessibility to
places/services within the
Neighbourhood Area will be badly
affected
Transport and accessibility to
places/services beyond the
Neighbourhood Area will be badly
affected
I am very concerned about the
environmental impact of construction
work (noise, air quality)
Walking and other leisure activities will
be seriously affected during
construction

The Future of Chorlton,
Maer & Aston and Whitmore

Section G
This Plan will cover the period up to 2033
Definition

A dormitory settlement, also known as a commuter settlement, is a settlement whose residents normally
work elsewhere. The name also suggests that the community has little commercial, business or industrial
activity beyond a small amount of retail, oriented toward serving the residents.
30. How would you like to see the
Neighbourhood Area described
in 2033?

Agree
strongly

Agree

A rural area where people both live and
work
A dormitory for the urban area
A tourist destination
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Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
strongly

Don’t know

30a. Do you want to add any other description?

31. Do you support the inclusion of
the following initiatives in the
Neighbourhood Plan?

Agree
strongly

Agree

Neutral

Disagree
strongly

Disagree

Don’t know

Renewable energy projects
Leisure, heritage and tourism-related
projects
Local business centre or centres

32. Are there any other key developments or initiatives that you would like to see included in the
Neighbourhood Plan?

Section H

About You

Please complete the following demographic questions. This information will help us to demonstrate that we
have collected and collated the views of a broad cross-section of people living in Chorlton, Maer & Aston and
Whitmore parishes. The information will not be used to identify you.
33. To which age group do you belong? (Please mark X one box)
18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

Male

34. What is your gender?

35. Do you consider yourself to have a disability?

75-84

85+

Female

Prefer not to
answer

Yes*

No

36. *If yes, what is the impact of your disability?

37. What is your housing tenure? (Mark X one box only)
Owned

Shared ownership
(part owned, part rented)

Private rented
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Social rented

Rent free

Don’t know

38. Why did you come to live in the Neighbourhood Area? (You can mark X more than one box)
Born here

Family reasons

Came with parents

Nice place to live

To send child to school

Suitable home available

For employment in the Neighbourhood Area

To retire

39. What is your connection with the Neighbourhood Area? (Mark X all that apply)
Live

Work

Business owner

Landowner

Other

39a. Other (please specify)

40. How many years have you lived in the Neighbourhood Area?
<1

1-5

6-10

11-15

16-20

21-25

26-30

31-35

36+

41. What is your postcode?
Your postcode will be used to validate your Questionnaire. It will also enable us to identify any particular needs in
your part of the Neighbourhood Area.

Please complete and return your Questionnaire by Tuesday 20th September
Additional paper copies of the questionnaire can be obtained from Station Stores.
Completed paper questionnaires can be returned to the drop-off points at:
 Station Stores
 Baldwins Gate Surgery

 St Lawrence church Chapel
Chorlton

 St Peter’s church Maer
 Aston Village Hall post box

Or do it online at: www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk/questionnaire

PRIZE DRAW
Remember to complete your contact details on page 2 if you would like your name to be entered into the prize
draw. Your contact details are NOT part of the questionnaire. They will be handled separately and will not be
given out to third parties.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.
Watch for announcements of an event later in the year to convey the results of the Questionnaire.
Make sure to be there!
The results will also be available online on the Neighbourhood Plan website:
www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk
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[INSERT MAP HERE – LANDSCAPE ORIENTATION]

