
Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Patience required! 

We are happy to report that the draft Neighbourhood Plan was 

submitted to the Borough Council on target, on 25 January. But it 

has not yet been publicised by the Borough Council on its website. 

After Whitmore Parish Council made some enquiries in February we learned the 

reasons for this delay. 

The Plan is being “screened” for Strategic Environmental Assessment and 

Habitats Regulations Assessment. In other words, it is being reviewed to see 

whether it is likely to have any negative impacts on the environment and on 

certain types of habitats. This process will mean a delay of about 2 months 

before the Plan can be publicised. 

The draft Plan was previously screened successfully in June 2018. The decision 

to repeat the process now was unexpected and the delay is disappointing, but all 

aspects of the Plan’s progress are now in the hands of the Borough Council. 

While we wait patiently for this stage to be completed it is good to remind 

ourselves of some of the very positive comments that the Plan received at the 

local consultation stage in June and October last year. 

Historic England commented: “The emphasis on the conservation of local 

distinctiveness through good design and the protection of heritage assets, local 

green space and important views, along with landscape character is to be 

applauded,” and “We consider that an exemplary approach is taken to the 

historic environment . . . and that the Plan constitutes a very good example of 

community led planning.” 

The Environment Agency provided very helpful comments and advice that 

enabled us to strengthen the Plan’s policies relating to the natural environment. 

The Borough Council commented that the Plan “is the product of a significant 

amount of hard work by volunteers and the local community; . . . a great deal of 

community engagement and consultation has taken place.”  

The Borough Council also commented that the Plan “has recognised and 

responded to the views of the local residents of the three Parishes . . . It is 

forward-looking and open to changes as community needs develop yet it seeks 

to retain many of the rural characteristics and heritage that are valued by 

established long-time and new residents.” 

It’s your neighbourhood – please support the Neighbourhood Plan! 

Please turn out to vote in the Local Referendum 

 Visit the website: www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk 

Email us: cmaw-neighbourhoodplan@hotmail.com 


