Newcastle‐under‐Lyme and Stoke‐on‐Trent
Joint Local Plan

Issues Consultation Feedback Form
The Issues Consultation will run from Monday 15 February to Tuesday 29 March 2016
Instructions for completing this form:


Please send this form to localplan@stoke.gov.uk



If you're completing this form by hand (in BLOCK CAPITALS) please send it to: Planning
and Transportation Policy, Civic Centre, Glebe Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 1HH.



The Issues Consultation Document sets out the planning matters that we are seeking
your views on. We recommend that you familiarise yourself with the types of issues that
are being discussed in the Issues Consultation Document before completing this form.



To make sure we can address your views as fully as possible, please specify any
paragraph or section numbers from the Issues Consultation Document that your
comments relate to. Please provide any further evidence to support your view, for
example any publically available reports or data.



Please note we will not automatically respond to individual submitted responses.



Please include your email address for any future correspondence.

The deadline for consultation responses is 5pm on Tuesday 29 March 2016
An electronic version of this form is available at the address below:
https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/jointlocalplanform

Section 1: Contact Details
Personal data will assist the councils with their analysis but will be used in accordance with the
Data Protection Act 1998.
Name

Organisation (if relevant)

Address

Postcode

Telephone number (optional)

Email address

Section 2: Comments on the Issues Consultation Document
1. Having considered the Issues Consultation Document, do you feel that the correct
planning issues have been identified?
Yes
No
Don't Know/Unsure

1a. Are there any comments you wish to make relating to specific themes?

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Housing
Economy
City, Town and Other Centres
Transport
Health and Communities
Heritage
Natural and Rural Environment
Energy and Climate Change

Please provide comments here
Please see the eight associated attachments addressing each theme area.

2. Are there any other planning issues that the Joint Local Plan should address?
Yes
No
Don't Know/Unsure

2a. If yes, which theme/s do these relate to

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Housing
Economy
City, Town and Other Centres
Transport
Health and Communities
Heritage
Natural and Rural Environment
Energy and Climate Change

Where possible, please provide details of publically available evidence, data or information to
support your comment.
If yes, please provide details of the planning issue or issues to be addressed.
If you are referring to a specific part of the Issues Consultation Document, please provide
the relevant paragraph or section number that your comment relates to.
Please see the eight associated attachments addressing each theme.

Section 3: Ranking of Issues
Please list what you consider are the most important planning issues for the Joint Local
Plan to address.
Indicating your postcode on this form will help us to look at the issues in specific areas
and communities.
1. Lack of vision
There is a complete lack of vision in terms of identifying issues. There needs to be transformative
change across both the urban and rural areas. The environment of 2033 will look very different to the
areas of today. The technologies and constraints are largely already known and this document takes
us nowhere near the direction that we need to move in.
The plan area has suffered three decades of decline and this document does nothing to address
ways in which this decline can be reversed and the area can be moved towards a credible future
vision.
There is no vision in terms of regeneration and movement towards the future; making the area a
place where people will want to live and work; and understanding of what the future will look like.
There seems to be no plan or desire to redevelop brownfield sites.
The urban part of the plan area suffers from the legacy of its industrial past. There is too much focus
on this legacy in the document at the expense of future vision. The area needs transformative change
in order to survive and prosper into the future.
2. Housing
The unevidenced basis and the overestimation of housing need is very concerning. Newcastle under
Lyme will never have a 5-year land supply. Is this the intention? If that is the intention it will never
have plan-led development.
The affordable housing numbers in Part 2 of the SHMA are incomprehensible but how reliable can
they be given the scale of the errors found in the other housing documents.
There is bias in the way in which evidence is presented in the SHMA in relation to the rural / urban
area which does not give an accurate representation, including data about housing prices.
The rural area should not be used as a dormitory for people working in the urban area.
The emerging Neighbourhood Development Plans will produce detailed housing needs assessments
which will be more relevant to the rural area and these will need to be incorporated in the Joint Local
Plan.
3. Lack of rural focus and Rural Proofing
The rural area is 55.6% of the joint plan area yet there is virtually no mention of it in the plan
document. The needs and role of the rural area are dramatically different from the polycentric urban
area and the plan policies need to address these needs.
The rural area should not be used as a dormitory for the urban part of the plan area. The needs in the
rural area are for the development of a thriving and sustainable rural economy.
Much of the infrastructure of the rural area is dependent on the county council because Newcastle
under Lyme is a second tier authority. There is no reference to this and the need for a close working
relationship with Staffordshire County Council.
4. Employment and skills
The area needs to be sufficiently attractive to recruit and retain skilled people. Improved training and
education and employment prospects are critical to achieving this.

Section 4: Other Comments
Use the space below to provide any additional comments.
Please see the attached documents.

Declaration
I understand that the personal and other information I provide will be used to inform the
councils' emerging planning policy framework for its duration. I understand that the
details submitted may be made available to the public in line with The Local Government
Access to Information Act and Freedom of Information Act.

✔

Tick to agree

I want to be consulted on the Newcastle-under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent Joint Local Plan
in the future.
Yes
No
This is a formal consultation stage and therefore any representations or comments need to be
made in writing. Stoke-on-Trent City Council are co-ordinating all responses. Thank you for
completing this response form.

