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Introduction
This report presents a summary of the history and character of the
parishes of Chapel and Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and Whitmore,
which lie within the Newcastle-under-Lyme district of Staffordshire. It has
been prepared by consultants at AECOM on behalf of Locality, working
closely with the Chapel and Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and Whitmore
Neighbourhood parish councils and is based on a detailed appraisal of
the area carried out through desk study and fieldwork.
Landscape character assessment is a process used to describe and
articulate what is special and distinctive about a particular place by
identifying recognisable patterns of elements or characteristics that
make one landscape different from another. Landscape is defined by the
European Landscape Convention as “….. an area, as perceived by people,
whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and
/ or human factors.” This definition is broad and encompasses natural,
rural, urban and peri-urban areas.
The information generated through the process of characterisation
can be used as evidence to support the planning and design process.
This approach is supported by the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF), which states that neighbourhood plans should develop robust
and comprehensive policies based on an understanding and evaluation
of the neighbourhood’s defining characteristics (DCLG, 2012). In doing
so, policies can ensure that development responds to local character and
history, and reflects the identity of local surroundings and materials, while
not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation.

Bridge over Meece Brook at Whitmore
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Approach

The approach of this study follows well-established landscape character
assessment techniques. The detailed desk study and fieldwork
carried out to inform this assessment underpins the classification and
description of character areas and broadly follows the process set out
in the “Approach to Landscape Character Assessment” (Natural England,
2014). This approach has been tailored to meet the specific needs of
the neighbourhood planning process and draws on further best practice
guidance including:
•

Using Historic Landscape Characterisation (Historic England 2004);

•

Understanding Place Historic Area Assessments: Principles and
Practice (Historic England 2010).

•

Character and Identity: Townscape and heritage appraisals in housing
market renewal areas (Historic England and CABE 2008); and

Historic England, previously English Heritage has issued a number of
guidance and best practice notes covering a range of issues in relation
to the conservation and management of historic places and heritage
assets, all of which are available on the Historic England website (https://
historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/).

View of part of Neighbourhood Area boundary at Chapel and Hill Chorlton, from Swynnerton Footpath No. 8
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CONTEXT

Open views at Acton

CHAPEL AND HILL CHORLTON, MAER AND ASTON, WHITMORE
Location and Connectivity
The neighbourhood plan area is located in the north-west of Staffordshire,
south-west of Newcastle-under-Lyme, as shown on Figure 1. It covers
roughly 4,290 hectares, and has a total population of 2,468, according
to the Census 2011. The area includes the rural parishes of Chapel and
Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and Whitmore. The population of Whitmore
parish has grown post-Second World War, due to development in Baldwins
Gate, Whitmore Heath and Madeley Park Wood in comparison to Chapel
and Hill Chorlton and Maer and Aston, where the population has remained
relatively constant.
The M6 motorway forms a distinct edge along the north-eastern
boundary with junction 15 just outside the area. This provides access into
the area via the A5182, which runs inside the eastern boundary and then
turns north to join the A53. Other primary routes include the busy A53,
which bisects the area, running north-east / south-west through Baldwins
Gate, Whitmore village and Blackbrook. The A51 runs east-west through
Stableford, Hill Chorlton, Blackbrook and Willoughbridge. These primary
routes are connected by a network of quieter country lanes, many of
which are a single lane wide, such as at Radwood Lane and Snape Hall
Road. Some, such as Bates Lane at Maer, and unnamed tracks such as at
Radwood, lead to isolated farms, where the road or track ends.
The West Coast Mainline runs north-west/south-east through Whitmore
and Chapel and Hill Chorlton parishes, effectively dividing the area in
two. There are no stations currently in use on this section of the line. A
disused branch line (formerly the Stoke, Silverdale and Market Drayton
Branch) crosses part of the area in the east, and merges into a public right
of way near Aston. It is now heavily overgrown and barely distinguishable
in the landscape. The proposed western leg of High Speed Two, which
connects Birmingham to Manchester, is also planned to pass through
Whitmore Parish, cutting across the Meece Valley from Stableford to east
of Baldwins Gate and through Whitmore Wood and the Lea Valley from
Whitmore Heath to Madeley, outside the area.

Butterton
WHITMORE
Aston

Madeley Park Wood

Whitmore Heath

Acton
Whitmore

Baldwins Gate
Willoughbridge

MAER AND ASTON

Hill Chorlton

Blackbrook

Stableford
Maer

Chapel and Hill Chorlton parish and Maer and Aston parish are generally
well served by Public Rights of Way. The Public Rights of Way network is
less well connected and extensive in Whitmore parish.
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Figure 1: Location and context
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Planning Policy Context

National Plannning Policy

monuments, sites and areas of special archaeological, architectural or
historic interest.

and design policies in the Core Spatial Strategy will be applied in relation
to different places and topics, including rural areas.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2012

Policy CSP3: Sustainability and Climate Change

Whitmore Parish Council Design Statement, 2002

The NPPF requires local authorities to set out in their Local Plan a positive
vision for the enhancement and enjoyment of heritage assets (DCLG,
2012). Part 12 Conserving and enhancing the historic environment
clearly states that local authorities should recognise “the desirability
of new development making a positive contribution to local character
and distinctiveness” and should seek “opportunities to draw on the
contribution made by the historic environment to the character of a place”.

Encourages development which positively addresses the impacts of
climate change, which has the potential to affect the area’s heritage and
character, and which delivers a sustainable approach.

The Village Design Statement for the Parish of Whitmore was prepared
jointly by Whitmore Parish Council and Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough
Council and was adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance in
September 2002.

Planning Practice Guidance, 2014
Planning Practice Guidance was reviewed, catalogued and published on
the internet by the government in 2014 (DCLG, 2014). The section on
design includes guidance on promoting landscape character (Paragraph:
007Reference ID: 26-007-20140306). It states that “development should
seek to promote character in townscape and landscape by responding
to and reinforcing locally distinctive patterns of development” and that
the “successful integration of new development with their surrounding
context is an important design objective”.

Local Plannning Policy
Newcastle-Under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent Core Spatial Strategy 20062026
The Joint Core Spatial Strategy was prepared by Stoke-on-Trent City
Council and Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council. It sets out a broad
framework for the future development of the area. Stoke-on-Trent City
Council and Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council are currently
preparing a new Joint Local Plan that will replace the existing Joint Core
Spatial Strategy. The new plan is expected to be adopted in late 2018.
Relevant policies to the Neighbourhood Area of the adopted Core Spatial
Strategy include:
Policy CSP1: Design Quality
States that new development should be well designed to respect the
character, identity and context of Newcastle and Stoke-on-Trent’s unique
townscape and landscape and in particular, the built heritage, its historic
environment, its rural setting and the settlement pattern created by the
hierarchy of centres.
Policy CSP2: Historic Environment
Seeks to preserve and enhance the character and appearance of
the historic heritage of the City and the Borough including buildings,
10

Policy CSP4: Natural Assets
Ensures that the location, scale and nature of all development planned
and delivered through the Core Spatial Strategy avoids and mitigates
adverse impacts, and wherever possible enhances, the plan area’s
distinctive natural assets.
Policy CSP5: Open Space, Sport and Recreation
Seeks to enhance, maintain and protect the plan area’s open space, sports
and leisure assets through five key measures relating to partnership
working, additional provision to meet local needs, linking new residential
development to open spaces, ensuring accessible, safe and high quality
provision, and developer contributions.
Newcastle-under-Lyme Local Plan, 2011 – schedule of saved policies
beyond 2007
A number of policies were saved from the previous Newcastle-under-Lyme
Local Plan 2011 (adopted October 2003), and therefore continue to form
part of the Development Plan. Relevant policies to the Neighbourhood
Area include:
•

•
•
•

Policies N2-N4, N8-N10, N12-N14, N17-N26, concerned with nature
conservation, protection of habitats and designated sites and
the protection and enhancement of biodiversity; the diversity and
distinctiveness of the landscape; and water resources

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Guidance Note 1 - Design and layout of development should not have
a significant effect on the character and quality of an area
Guidance Note 2 – additions and alterations should respect the
integrity and distinctiveness of the existing building.

Guidance Note 3 – development should not impair important
landscape features
Guidance Note 4 – development will be required to preserve and
enhance the character and appearance of the village setting

Guidance Note 5 – development should not affect views to open
countryside
Guidance Note 6 – development should preserve and enhance the
rural character of the Parish through the introduction of more planting

Guidance Note 7 – agricultural building and extensions should use
materials and landscape features to integrate the development with
the setting

Planning for Landscape Change: Supplementary Planning Guidance to
the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Structure Plan 1996-2011
Planning for Landscape Change was prepared by Staffordshire County
Council in 2000, and describes policy and practice for the conservation,
enhancement and regeneration of the rural landscapes of the area.

Policies B9-B19, concerned with the protection and enhancement of
the character of conservation areas
Policy S3, regarding development in the green belt

Policy H1, which concerns the sustainable location of residential
development in order to protect the countryside.

Newcastle-under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent Urban Design Guidance,
2010
Newcastle-under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent Urban Design Guidance was
adopted in December 2010 as a Supplementary Planning Document,
and sets out detailed urban design requirements for new development
and regeneration in the conurbation. Its explains how spatial principles

Cottages with mature front gardens at Butterton
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Landscape Designations
Statutory and non-statutory landscape designations have been reviewed
to determine the levels of protection currently given to the landscape
within the study area.
Green Belt extends from Newcastle-under-Lyme as far as the West
Coast mainline. It covers most of Whitmore Parish and a small part of
Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish. The Village Envelope at Baldwins Gate
creates a boundary beyond which development will normally not be
permitted, according to Policy H1 of the Newcastle-under-Lyme Local
Plan, 2011. There are nine areas of identified Ancient Woodland in the
Neighbourhood Area, mostly concentrated in Whitmore Parish. Maer Pool
and its surrounding reed beds, together with a small area of woodland
is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest. There are more than
a dozen Local Wildlife Sites in the area, mostly in Whitmore Parish and
Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish. These include a number of wetland areas:
West Midlands Meres and Mosses areas at Chorlton Moss and Maer
Bogs, floodplain grazing marsh at Snape Hall Bogs and south of Sidway
Hall Farm, marshland in the Meece and Tern valleys and sprinks and
drumbles (wet woodlands) north of Whitmore Hall and at Maer. The area
also contains three Conservation Areas – Maer, Butterton and Whitmore.
These are considered further below.

View towards Camp Hill and Madeley Park Wood from green belt near Stableford

11

CHAPEL AND HILL CHORLTON, MAER AND ASTON, WHITMORE

CHAPEL AND HILL CHORLTON, MAER AND ASTON, WHITMORE

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Maer Hall( (Grade II)

14

The Bowl barrow on Maer Hills,
which is a scheduled monument,
dates from the Late Neolithic
period to the Late Bronze Age and
is a funerary monument.
Berth Hill dates from the Iron
Age and is a contour hill fort now
within Maer Hall Registered Park
and Garden. It is a scheduled
monument.

The Church of St Mary and All Saints
at Whitmore dates back to the 12th
century. It is a Grade II* listed building
(NHLE 1280181) and was remodelled
in the 17th century, and thoroughly
restored and slightly extended c.1880.
The Church of St Peter at Maer dates
from the late 12th/early 13th century,
with 14th century additions. It was
almost entirely re-built in the 17th
century and thoroughly restored by
Lewis and Son of Newcastle-underLyme c.1870. It is a Grade II* listed
building.

1837

Lea Head Manor (NHLE 1027829) on Aston Lane was built. The house is said to have
been built by William and Sarah Bucknell following the destruction of the medieval
house, which probably lay on the moated site (a Scheduled Ancient Monument)
approximately 150m to the north-west, during the Civil War. Now a Grade II* listed
building. One family, the Bucknells, owned the building for over 400 years.

Cottages nearby Old Butterton
Hall were demolished when
Millstone Green, now renamed
Butterton, was built alongside the
Newcastle to Shrewsbury turnpike
road.

1834

Josiah Wedgwood II, the son of
the famous potter, moved to Maer
Hall. He went back to Etruria for a
short while, returning and settling
in Maer until his death in 1843.
Whilst at Maer Hall he instigated
the improvements and enclosure
of common lands around the
manor of Maer. He also laid out
two new roads and built a high wall
and planted many trees to ensure
his own privacy. During this period
Charles Darwin, a nephew of
Josiah was a frequent visitor to
the Hall.

1827

Whitmore Hall (Grade I listed) is a prominent building within the area. It was remodelled
during the 17th century from an earlier 16th century house. Later alterations were
made in 19th century. The Whitmore estate has been in the same family, descendants
of the Normans, for over 900 years and the house is a fine example of late 17th
and early 18th century architecture. It is built of red brick, with pediment and a later,
19th century porch. Whitmore has a rare example of a late Elizabethan stable block
(Grade II* listed building), the ground floor is part cobbled and has nine oak-carved
stalls. A lime avenue leads from the church to the house and surrounding parkland
and lake.

1816

The Swinnerton family acquired
the land and built Old Butterton
Hall, the ruins of which can be
seen off the south side of Park
Road. The ruins of Old Butterton
Hall are a Grade II listed building
(NHLE 1206523).

Maer Hall was built, now a Grade II listed building. It is a large, stone-built country
house with grounds and parkland that dominates the village of Maer.

1805

Although
Newcastle-underLyme did not exist at the time
of the Domesday Book, several
local areas are recorded. These
include Hill Chorlton, Witemore
(Whitmore), Chapel Chorlton,
Swinchurch and Maer. These are
some of the oldest settlements,
dating from Saxon times. Maer is
thought to take its name from the
natural lake or “mere” lying to the
west of the Hall.

12th Century

Pre-historic

1086

1540

This timeline is not exhaustive but encapsulates key dates relating to
the development of the area, particularly the key buildings and estates
that have influenced the area. Further information on the sources can
be found within our reference section on page 34. Historical maps of the
area can be found in Appendix B.

1802

There are traces of human occupation and land use within the
Neighbourhood Plan area over the last 4000 years.

Willoughbridge Wells became popular as a healing centre on account of the
numerous springs in the area. They were enclosed and protected for drinking and
bathing, said to be “as near a panacea as any medicine in the world.” Warm springs
were discovered here in the 1620’s and it is probable that the well house, now listed
Grade II (NHLE 1205549) was built by Lord Gerard of Gerards Bromley Hall.

18th Century

Timeline

17th Century

CHAPEL AND HILL CHORLTON, MAER AND ASTON, WHITMORE

Whitmore Railway Station was
opened on 29th June 1837 on
the new Grand Junction Railway
line, which physically divided
the area. It was the nearest
railway station to Newcastleunder-Lyme and the Potteries.
Whitmore was the main station
for North Staffordshire with equal
status to Wolverhampton and
Crewe and the opening of the
station gave rise to significant
commercial activity within the
area for almost a century. On
29th June 1937 the Coronation
engine, no. 6220, set a world
record of 115mph through
Whitmore creating world-wide
publicity.

Wesleyan Chapel at Hill Chorlton
was built on land given by the
Duke of Sutherland.

Church of St Lawrence at Chapel
Chorlton (of Norman origin) was rebuilt.

Butterton Grange was built by
Sir John Soane for Sir Thomas
Swinnerton of Butterton Hall. It
is now a Grade II* listed building
(NHLE 1027842).

John Webb designed the
landscaping of Maer Hall’s
grounds,
which
are
now
designated as a Grade II
Registered Park and Garden.

By this time all trains including the expresses on
the London and North Western Railway stopped
at Whitmore station. The station received to
and fro mail and goods traffic for Shrewsbury,
Newcastle, and the Pottery towns, Stoke station
did not exist.
A new turnpike road was built from Newcastle to
Whitmore Station, bypassing Acton and passing
Whitmore village on the eastern side. This now
forms the A53.

Beginning of development of Whitmore Heath on
residential plots of up to 0.8ha. Development continues
through the 1960s and 1970s. The area was protected
by Tree Preservation Orders in the 1990s.
Development of Appleton Drive,
Gateway and Meadowfields estates in
Baldwins Gate.

1959 - 1968
1964 - 66

1950s

1955

1952

Aston Village Hall was built by Colonel
Clive in memory of his late wife Dorothy.

Colonel Harry Clive created the Dorothy
Clive Garden in a disused gravel quarry at
Willoughbridge, initially to provide his ailing
wife Dorothy with a ‘series of interesting
walks’. Dorothy died in 1942 but Colonel
Clive continued development of the garden
throughout the 1940s and 1950s. In 1958 the
Willoughbridge Garden Trust was established
to manage the garden. The charity still
manages the 4.8 hectare garden, which has
expanded considerably beyond its origins in
the quarry.

A large parcel of land sold on either side of the
railway line at Baldwin Gate by the Mainwaring
family allowed Baldwins Gate to develop and
grow. The village was until this time a handful
of farmers’ and workmen’s cottages.

Sale of Maer Hall and the majority of the
Maer estate following the death of Miss
Jane Harrison. Maer Hall and its parkland
was purchased by Dr and Mrs Tellwright,
who demolished a large proportion of
Maer Hall, restoring its original 17th
century appearance.

1960s
1990s

1940

1924

1892

The Swinnerton-Pilkington Family started
building a new Butterton Hall, stable block, lodge
and home farm at the beginning of the 19th
century and this was finished in 1849. Troops
were billeted there during the First World War.

New Butterton Hall was demolished
following the discovery of dry rot.
Much of its stone was used to build a
private house on the Westlands (now
Newcastle Golf Club House).

1920

1849
1846

1839

Whitmore Station was closed.

Davenport family sold Maer Hall to the
Harrison family, owners of the shipping line,
who built the present west entrance and
great hall and overhauled and modernised
the interior.

The National School was opened
at Chapel Chorlton. It was
enlarged in 1871 to cater for 50
children. It closed in 1968, and
was converted into a house.

The ‘Sheet Anchor’ public house
was built by Roland Mainwaring
in Baldwins Gate and is still in
business. With the existence of
the station and the public house
Whitmore and the surrounding
countryside became a destination
for day-trippers.

Charles
Darwin
married
Emma Wedgwood, Josiah
Wedgwood’s daughter, in St
Peter’s Church in Maer.

Late 19th Century

St Thomas’s Church at Butterton was
built by Thomas Hopper. It is a Grade
II* listed building (NHLE 1353782). It
is often referred to as the ‘Church in
the wood’ due to its setting amongst
trees.

Acton Manor Farmhouse, a Grade
II listed building (NHLE 1353778),
dates from the late 19th century
with later alterations and additions
and was the centre of a mainly
farming community.

1905

Maer Hall and estate were sold to
the pottery manufacturer William
Davenport.

Charles Darwin first observed the
action of earthworms in a field at Maer
Moss.

1848

1843

1844

CHAPEL AND HILL CHORLTON, MAER AND ASTON, WHITMORE

The Whitmore Estate diversified from
farming to develop pleasure fishing at
Cudmore Fisheries north of Whitmore.
It has grown to be one of the largest
commercial fisheries in the country
and has hosted numerous fishing
competitions on the 32 hectare site.
Further development at Madeley Park
Wood.

Development of Madeley Park
Wood started and continued into
1970s.

The New Wesleyan Church was built in Acton. The
Methodist Movement played an important part in the
history of Acton. The land that rises up behind the
houses was called Gospel Hill because it was here that
Methodist preachers would preach the Gospels.
15
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CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

Woodland blocks and hedgerows in fields surrounding Butterton
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Existing Character Assessments

•

The study area falls within National Character Area (NCA) 61: Shropshire,
Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain as defined by Natural England (Natural
England, 2013). This NCA is broad but provides some context to the
character of the study area.

•

At a local level the neighbourhood area falls within the Woodland Quarter
of the Staffordshire Plain, as defined by Staffordshire Wildlife Trust
(2014) Newcastle-under-Lyme Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping. It also
contains two Meres and Mosses Opportunity Zones and a Sprinks and
Drumbles (wet woodland) Opportunity Zone (Staffordshire Wildlife Trust,
2014). The Planning for Landscape Change: Supplementary Planning
Guidance to the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Structure Plan 1996 –
2011, Volume 3: Landscape Descriptions (Staffordshire County Council)
provides further characterisation of this area, defining the south eastern
part of the neighbourhood area as Sandstone Hills and Heaths, and the
remaining area as Ancient Redlands.

•

Parkland landscapes of estate lands, such as Maer, Whitmore and
Madeley Park
Suburban character and spacious layout of post-war estate
developments in Baldwins Gate and Madeley Park Wood
Significant area of commercial forestry to the north of Blackbrook.

As set out above, the creation of the landscape is the result of the action
and interaction of a range of natural and human factors. These are
considered in turn below in relation to the neighbourhood plan area.

Key Characteristics
Natural England defines key characteristics as “those combinations of
elements which help to give an area its distinctive sense of place” that
would result in significant consequences for the current character if they
were changed or lost. As a result, they form important evidence to support
the development of planning and management policies and a reference
point against which to monitor change. The key characteristics of Chapel
and Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and Whitmore Neighbourhood Area
are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
18

Strong rural area dominated by pastoral farming with a quiet and
remote character, which generally results in a high degree of tranquillity
Loose pattern of development with dispersed linear settlements,
isolated dwellings, and farms at the ends of lanes
The visual and audible prominence of the A51, A53 and West Coast
Mainline in parts of the area

A number and variety of historic buildings throughout the area, many
of which are listed

Fields generally larger in those parts of the area where (former)
estates and parkland predominate, and smaller where tenant farming
and smallholding has predominated. Most fields are bounded by
hedgerows or woodland blocks

Sunken, narrow, winding country lanes bounded by hedgerows, estate
walls or house frontages
Rolling lowland landscape enclosed by wooded ridges

Verdant country lanes
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Geology and Soils
Northern area has clayey acid soils

The underlying geology of an area is often largely hidden from view but
has a strong influence on its character, having been shaped by natural
process, including erosion and sedimentation, over millions of years.
These processes help to define the landform, soils, vegetation, drainage
and building materials which are common in an area.

Railway line from Crewe to Stafford
follows Lea Valley and Whitmore Trough
to Baldwins Gate and joins Meece Valley
south of Baldwins Gate
View from Heath Road
to Haddon Lane

South and southeast
facing hillside of Maer
Hills

The predominantly Triassic sandstone bedrock of the area is overlain by
glacial deposits of sand, pebbles and clay. Acid soils are evident in the
remnant heathland character of much of the area. The southern half of
the neighbourhood area consists mainly of freely draining soils, whilst the
northern part has more clayey soils. The valleys between Madeley and
Stableford, which the railway line follows, are classified as fen peat soil.
Arterial drainage lowers the naturally high groundwater levels.

Meece Brook flows through Whitmore
village and towards Stafford

View from Camp Hill. the
highest point in the area,
at 216m AOD

View from Haddon Lane to
Kennels Lane and Jennings Farm

River Tern defines the western edge
of area, but is indistinguishable in
the landscape

Legend

The area is characterised by its rolling lowland landscape, formed by glacial action. The steep wooded hills of Maer Hills, to the west of Baldwins
Gate, and Hanchurch Hills, outside the neighbourhood area to the south
east, are strong features in the landscape. Camp Hill, in Maer Hills, is the
highest point in the area at 216 m AOD. The landscape is characterised by
grassy plateaus, wooded hillsides and ridges, deep coombs, steep-sided
valleys and sunken, narrow country lanes.
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Figure 3: Topography and Hydrology

The Meece Brook, a tributary of the River Sow and hence the Trent, rises north of Whitmore Hall and flows southwards through Whitmore and
Stableford, towards Stafford. Chorlton Moss, a wetland area to the south
of Baldwins Gate, drains into the Meece. The River Lea, a tributary of the
River Weaver and hence the Mersey, rises east of Aston and flows east
and then north of the area, through Madeley. The River Tern, a tributary of
the River Severn, flows inside the south-western perimeter of the area. Its
source is considered to be the lake in the grounds of Maer Hall. A watershed between the Trent and Weaver catchments runs through Baldwins
Gate.
In the centre of the area Baldwins Gate is located in a broad, flat valley that
links the Whitmore Trough to the Meece valley. An imperceptible watershed between the Trent and Weaver catchments runs through the village.
About 1km south-west of Baldwins Gate a col separates the Severn and
Trent catchments. A major aquifer lies below and to the south of Baldwins
Gate. Artesian wells sunk near to Whitmore Station in the early 1860s
supplied water for the railway and the locomotive works at Crewe, and
also to the town of Crewe (1866–1940). Severn Trent operates a borehole
near to Stableford.

Steep sided valley at Aston

Swallow Hill, Whitehouse Wood and Madeley Park Wood from cul-de-sac in Baldwins Gate
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Land Cover

The area comprises predominantly open farmland, as shown in Figure 4.
The fields vary in size, and are irregular in shape and pattern. Many of the
smaller fields still have intact hedgerows, whilst hedgerows in larger fields
are gappy in places. Mature hedgerow trees and isolated trees within
fields of pasture are a common feature, particularly in the west.
Some of the narrow country lanes which wind through the older villages
and some front gardens which abut the roads are densely vegetated. In
the newer settlements of Madeley Park Wood and Baldwins Gate front
gardens are larger. The absence of tree cover in Baldwins Gate and parts
of Park Wood contributes to an open feel.

Butterton

Aston

There are significant areas of oak and beech woodland and commercial
forestry in the area, the latter mainly of Corsican pine at Maer Hills. The
area is dotted with copses and small areas of woodland. Other woodland
blocks in the area are Ancient Woodland and groups of mature trees in
the parkland landscapes of Whitmore Hall and Maer Hall.

Madeley Park Wood

Acton

Whitmore Heath

Whitmore

Baldwins Gate
Willoughbridge
Hill Chorlton

Blackbrook
Maer Pool SSSI

Stableford
Maer

Legend

Chapel Chorlton
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Open farmland at Chapel Chorlton, looking towards Hanchurch Hills
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Green belt

Figure 4: Land Cover

Whitmore Hall parkland landscape
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Land Use

Farming within the three parishes is chiefly focussed on dairy and
livestock farming. The extensive agricultural landscape generally results
in a high degree of tranquillity away from the busy A roads. Farming is
very connected to the villages as fields extend up to the edges of the
settlement areas and the boundaries of domestic gardens.
Settlements in the area are affected by busy roads cutting through
them, notably the A53 through Whitmore village, Baldwins Gate and
Blackbrook and the A51 through Stableford, Hill Chorlton, Blackbrook
and Willoughbridge. Other settlements have a secluded nature, being
connected by winding, single-track roads with passing places and no
road markings.

and extended around a woodland garden in a former quarry. The
garden extension includes an alpine scree garden, a damp garden and
herbaceous borders.
The area has a few facilities to serve visitors and tourists. There are
public houses/restaurants at Whitmore, Baldwins Gate, Maerfield Gate
and Blackbrook and tea rooms at Whitmore and Maerfield Gate. There
is also a tea room inside the Dorothy Clive Garden (paid entrance). There
are some holiday cottages and bed & breakfast businesses in the area.
One public house provides overnight accommodation. An hourly daytime
bus service between Hanley/Newcastle and Market Drayton/Shrewsbury
runs along the A53, passing through Whitmore and Baldwins Gate. The
route transfers to the A51 after Baldwins Gate and back to the A53 at
Blackbrook, where it leaves the area. There are no buses on Sundays.

Baldwins Gate is a relatively busy settlement, bisected by the A53.
Services include a pub with a car park, a post office and general store,
a hairdresser’s, the local area telephone exchange, a doctors’ surgery, a
petrol station, a butcher’s and grocery store, an engineer’s shop and a
Methodist chapel.
There is one primary school in the area, at Baldwins Gate. With the
exception of Blackbrook, other settlements have no shops or community
services other than places of worship and village halls.
Baldwins Gate sewage works is located south-west of the village, in
Chorlton Parish. It was upgraded in 2000 to include a reed bed. It discharges
into a watercourse that joins the Meece Brook near the point where the
West Coast Mainline enters the Meece valley. A worked-out quarry at
Acton is used by the local authority as a garden waste composting site.
The area has several places of worship, including the Parish Church of
St Mary & All Saints Whitmore, the Parish Church of St Lawrence Chapel
Chorlton, the Parish Church of St Peter Maer, the Church of St Thomas
Butterton, and Baldwins Gate Methodist Chapel. All three parish churches
and Butterton church are listed buildings.
The villages of Maer and Aston have village halls. Whitmore village hall
is located between Whitmore village and Baldwins Gate. Chorlton Parish
has no community hall and the community uses the Guides’ cottage on
Haddon Lane and the Madonna Club at Stableford for community events.
Jubilee Gardens by the eastern entrance to Baldwins Gate is owned by
Whitmore Parish Council and has been landscaped and has a few seats.
Whitmore Public Right of Way 7 begins here and forms a path through
the gardens. At the western end of Baldwins Gate a wide, grassy strip of
land by the roadside has a bus shelter, a wooden seat and some formal
plantings. Whitmore village hall has a small playing field and children’s
playground. Whitmore Cricket Club is located in Whitmore village. There
is a village green at Chapel Chorlton, owned by Chorlton Parish Council.
St Peter’s Church Maer is a popular visitor destination, as it is where
Charles Darwin married Emma Wedgwood. The Grade I listed Whitmore
Hall also attracts visitors. Another visitor attraction is the Dorothy Clive
Garden at Willoughbridge in Maer parish, a 4.8 hectare garden developed

Tea rooms at Whitmore
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Settlement
The area includes the rural parishes of Chapel and Hill Chorlton, Maer and
Aston, and Whitmore.

56

Butterton Conservation Area

Chapel and Hill Chorlton parish
This is the smallest of the three parishes, with an area of 706 hectares. Its
population in 2011 was 425 (Office of National Statistics, Census 2011).

1

64
2

4

Maer and Aston parish
Maer and Aston has an area of 1,523 hectares. Its population in 2011 was
489 (Office of National Statistics, Census 2011).
Whitmore parish
This is the largest of the three parishes, with an area of 2,061 hectares.
Its population in 2011 was 1,554 (Office of National Statistics, Census
2011). The parish is included within the metropolitan green belt, which
stretches from M6 motorway to the West Coast Mainline.
Following this is a detailed description of each of the settlements in the
Neighbourhood Area.
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Chapel and Hill Chorlton parish
Chapel Chorlton
The small settlement of Chapel Chorlton is centred on the village green
and the church, where most of the houses are detached and are set within
relatively large plots with private driveways. A cluster of smaller dwellings
close to the church have been converted from old farm buildings. To the
west of the settlement is Haddon Lane, which is lined on the northern side
by a mixture of large detached and smaller semi-detached houses and
bungalows, ranging from 19th to late 20th century construction, including
a row of former council houses. Some dwellings are set back from the
road behind tall hedges and are concealed in views from the road.

located close to the highway and have small front gardens, and some
directly abut the road. Some front gardens have been removed and paved
to provide parking space off the highway. Field boundaries coming up to
the roadside create some wide gaps between the houses. White-painted
metal fencing in one such gap affords a view across pastureland and into
the distant wooded landscape. The scattered dwellings to the north and
east include the remnants of the original settlement of Hill Chorlton on
Kennels Lane, including some traditional Staffordshire farmsteads and
farmhouses, as well as some 20th century detached and semi-detached
dwellings. On the hilltop the distinctive building of the North Staffordshire
Hunt kennels is a local landmark, visible from a number of locations within
and outside the area.
Caravan park at Stableford

Maer and Aston parish
Maer

Front gardens of semi-detached houses in Chapel Chorlton

Hill Chorlton
Hill Chorlton is a small agricultural settlement and refers to the linear
settlement along the A51 and scattered farms and dwellings to the east
and north on lanes leading off the A51, as far as Chorlton Mill. There is a
variety of architectural styles, depending on the period of construction.
In the main settlement dwellings are mostly modernised 18th and 19th
century cottage properties, many of which have been extended. A small
group of 20th century houses located off the road at the eastern end is
less prominent. There are a few replacement dwellings, some of which
contrast starkly in style and materials. Notable at the eastern end of the
village is the former Wesleyan Chapel, now converted into a dwelling. It
has a slate roof. The inscribed plaque on its front gable has been painted
over.
Most houses are two-storey and detached. Materials include red brick
and white-painted brick or render. Older roofs are finished in Staffordshire
Blue tile , some patterned with alternate rows of plain and scalloped tiles.
Newer buildings and some reroofed buildings have dark brown or cement
tiles or pan tiles. Most houses have chimneys. Other characteristic
features include deep stone or brick window cills. Most houses are

Pair of former tied cottages at Maerfield Gate

Stableford
Stableford is characterised by the former Cock Inn, a large building with
a mock ‘black and white’ exterior finish which abuts the A51 and which
is a listed building, and an extensive static mobile home park. A modern
development behind the Cock Inn and between Stableford Bank and the
A51 comprises three blocks of two- and three-storey red-bricked terraced
housing. The blocks are arranged around a central courtyard in a layout
similar to farmsteads in the area. The buildings are constructed from red
brick with contrasting blue brick bands and zig-zags and have blue tiled
roofs. Some parts of the development are gated. On the opposite side of
the Stableford Bank road is an extensive static caravan and mobile home
site, which sits adjacent to the busy West Coast Mainline. A network of
small private roads is lined with single-storey static caravans and chalets,
most of which have pitched roofs and are finished in various coloured
renders. The grain of development is very small. There are also some
larger permanent brick buildings, including on the western edge of the
development.

Maer is a small linear village along Maer Lane to the south of the A51. It is
located in a hollow surrounded by steep hills. Houses are either detached
or semi-detached. Many of the houses have red brick or white painted
frontages, and create a strong sense of identity for the Conservation Area
and the village’s historical connection with Maer Hall. Cottages have front
gardens, with low walls of local red sandstone abutting the road or narrow
pavement. The village hall at the southern end of the village is of roughdressed red sandstone. The lane is well vegetated, and this, together
with the steep topography surrounding the village, adds to the sense of
enclosure. The topography is most noticeable along roads leading to and
from the village, for example to Maer Hall. Here the lane is lined on the
eastern side by the high stone retaining walls of St Peter’s Maer Parish
Church and Maer estate and on the western side by the imposing stone
and brick walls of Maer Hall and its estate buildings. The gatehouse and
the stable yard entrance offer occasional views into estate yard. The
church is situated in an elevated position, overlooking the Hall and the
centre of the village. There is very little modern development. The mellow
brick Maer Estate Cottages are contemporary with the Hall and have been
renovated to a similar style to the period properties in the village. There is
modern glazing in the square glass lanterns atop the towers at either end
of the stable block, replacing the original leaded diamond panes. South
of the estate buildings is the walled garden, which contains a modern
bungalow. Adjacent to the former Home Farm on Haddon Lane a range
of farm buildings have been converted into mews dwellings. North of the
village, by the side of the A51 and facing down Maer Lane, is Maer War
Memorial.
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Aston

Blackbrook

Aston is a small, loosely knit village consisting of dispersed houses and
farm buildings along the narrow Minn Bank, Holloway Lane and Aston
Lane, which are lined by low stone walls and well-maintained hedges.
Pavements are largely absent but there are narrow grass verges in places,
such as along Aston Lane. The village and its environs have a number of
Grade II listed buildings. Lea Head Manor, to the north west of the village,
is Grade II* listed. There is a mixture of building styles and periods, with
large barns and farm buildings sitting adjacent to modest cottages. Some
of the barns have been converted into dwellings. Most houses are twostorey, with the exception of the three-storey Aston Manor House (Grade
II listed), which is imposing in its largely open setting. There are two black
and white houses, but red brick is the most common building material
with roofs finished in Staffordshire Blue tiles, including scalloped tiles, or in
slate. Occasional buildings have been rendered or pebbledashed, which
adds variety to the streetscape. The village is located in a steep dip with
hills to the north and south, and most houses sit on slopes or terraces.

Blackbrook is a small dispersed settlement situated at the junction of
the A51 and A53, with residential properties stretching along the A51,
beneath the edge of Maer Hills. Houses are generally rebuilt estate
cottages, in a mixture of styles, and set back within private gardens
accessed via private drives. A former chapel building, St Mary’s Mission,
now derelict, occupies a key position at the node formed by the junction
of the A51 and Maerway Lane. The Croft is a group of ten semi-detached
former council houses built of buff-coloured brick in Hungersheath Lane,
off the A51. The Swan with Two Necks gastro-pub restaurant with its large
car park is prominent on the A51. Nearby, also on the A51, the red brick
former Maer village school is now a clothing store. It has a large extension
in the same style as the original building. Ancillary buildings behind the
store are built of dark green box metal sheeting. Across the road from
the clothing store are a traditional red brick Staffordshire farmhouse and
a Farm Shop. On the opposite side of the road to the farm are a range of
traditional red brick farm buildings.

Grade II listed building in Holloway Lane, Aston

Houses set back from the A51 at Blackbrook

Willoughbridge
Willoughbridge is a small settlement clustered around the crossroads of
Minn Bank and the A51. Houses which sit facing on to the A51 have small
front gardens with hedges or low brick walls, whilst those along Minn Bank
are more set back, with private drives. Houses are generally two-storey
and of a mixture of styles, with red brick or white painted brick façades.
Some are semi-detached, and chimneys are common. A house near the
bottom of Minn Bank is a converted chapel. Roof shapes vary between
buildings, adding to the variety of the streetscape. Boundary walls and
hedgerows have largely been retained and there are narrow pavements
in places.
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facing the A53 is the Grade II listed station master’s house. Next to it, on
the railway bridge, is the ticket office of the former station. At the western
end of the village is a later 19th century terrace comprising the Methodist
chapel and three workmen’s cottages. The A53 is lined on both sides by
ribbon developments of two-storey detached and semi-detached houses
of the 1920s and 1930s. These are constructed in red and blue brick or
are rendered and are in a variety of styles. At the north-western side of the
village Sandyfields estate, built from 1947 to the 1950s, is a development
of individually designed, mostly detached, houses and bungalows on
large plots with mature gardens. In either side of the A53 Appleton Drive,
Gateway estate and Meadowfields estate, built by volume house builders
from 1959 to 1968, consist of detached houses and bungalows of mellow
and red brick with a variety of render and horizontal boarding finishes.
The buildings and gardens have matured and alterations and extensions
make for some variety. A few more recent large houses have been built on
garden land in Appleton Drive and adjacent to Station Stores. The plots
are smaller than on Sandyfields but front gardens are generally generous.
Meadowfields estate has an open plan layout, although some plots are
now edged with hedges and shrubs. In Appleton Drive and Gateway estate
there are low front garden walls. Appleton Drive is a tree-lined street with
grass verges. The dwellings in these developments all have individual
garages or carports and off-street parking in front of the houses. The
most recent developments (late 1990s) are Fair-Green Road on the site
of the former railway reservoir and the Lakeside estate at the western end
of the village. Both developments consist of large detached houses, set
back from the road with small front gardens, off-street parking in front of
the houses and individual garages. They express some features of the
local vernacular, such as red or mellow brick, dark tiled roofs and deep
window cills. However, there is little variation from building to building. A
part of the Lakeside estate is built around a large pond and open grassy
area. Along the A53 many front gardens have been completely or partially
converted into off-road parking and turning space. Some front gardens
on the estate roads have also been converted into parking space.

Whitmore parish
Baldwins Gate
Baldwins Gate is the largest settlement in the Neighbourhood Area, and
sits astride the A53, next to the West Coast Mainline. The development
has been added to incrementally over the past century, spreading along
and out from the A53. This has resulted in a mixture of styles, although a
common feature is large private gardens.
At the eastern end of the village, off the A53 and facing the railway line is an
early Victorian terrace of railway workers’ cottages. Adjacent to them and

Suburban character of some developments at Baldwins Gate
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Madeley Park Wood

Butterton

Madeley Park Wood is a hillside development located to the east of Manor
Road, between Madeley and Baldwins Gate, and offers elevated views
over the surrounding landscape. It gets its name from Madeley Great Park,
the medieval deer park that occupied the land between Baldwins Gate
and Madeley and to the west of the modern railway line. Most houses,
of individual design, were built in the 1960s and 1970s within clearings
of woodland, which contributes to its verdant character. The earlier
part of the estate consists mainly of bungalows on large-sized plots in
a mixture of brick, render and some stonework. Park Wood Drive, the
spine road through the development, is unwooded or sparsely wooded,
and is more suburban in character. Some of the edges of Madeley Park
Wood, such as Walls Wood, lack the wooded margins typical of the area.
A group of detached houses, of more uniform design, of red brick and
often rendered at first floor level, are located at the bottom of the Drive.
Below Park Wood Drive a row of three-storey houses faces the railway line
and forms the eastern edge of the development. Most houses have large,
well-vegetated and well-maintained front gardens and drives.

Butterton is a hamlet dating back to the 15th century. A settlement is
believed to have existed here at the time of the Norman invasion. In the
18th century the core of the village was known as Millstone Green. It
was developed as an estate village by the Swinnerton-Pilkington family,
owners of Butterton Hall, in the 19th century. Many of the old estate
houses, including the old school, have been renovated and modernised.
The houses are predominantly two-storey, of individual style and design,
with pitched roofs and chimneys, inset windows and built in soft red brick
with plain clay tiled roofs. The houses face onto the road on either side,
creating a sense of enclosure. The area occupied by the former halls
and their ancillary buildings, grounds and parkland is now a designated
Conservation Area.
Whitmore
Houses are set back with private drives at Whitmore Heath

Acton
Acton is a small hamlet which was formerly part of Whitmore Hall estate.
There is a mixture of housing styles: the larger 20th century houses
generally have white or cream painted brickwork; and the remainder
are red or black brick, and some have timber cladding. There is a large
equestrian centre at the northern edge of the settlement. The former
Wesleyan Methodist chapel has been converted into a dwelling.

Whitmore is located in a wooded hollow in the Meece valley and is bisected
by the busy A53. It is an estate village and designated Conservation Area.
It comprises a small number of individual dwellings and two terraces of
workers’ cottages. The houses are predominantly two storeys, of cottage
style with pitched roofs, chimneys, inset windows, decorative fascia
boards, and mostly of white painted brickwork, although one terrace on
Bent Lane is of red brick. The roofs are of Staffordshire Blue tile, some
with alternate rows of straight and scalloped tiles and others completely
of scalloped tiles. The Grade I listed Whitmore Hall and the Parish Church
of Saint Mary and All Saints (Grade II*) are at the centre of the village.
The wooded valley of the Meece Brook forms the northern perimeter of
the Whitmore Hall parkland, and the busy A53 the southern perimeter.
On Three Mile Lane white painted brick cottages with pitched roofs and
chimneys face the church. Lower down Three Mile Lane, near the brook,
Ivy House has a large walled garden. Further along Three Mile Lane, on the
periphery of the village, there are farm buildings. The Mainwaring Arms
public house faces the A53 at the corner of Three Mile Lane. On the other
side of the A53 is a range of brick farm buildings.

Individually designed houses at Madeley Park Wood

Whitmore Heath
Whitmore Heath is in an elevated heathland position to the north of
Baldwins Gate and east of the West Coast Mainline, and is contained
within the triangle of Common Lane, Snape Hall Road and Heath Road.
The houses are of individual design, dating from the 1950s onwards.
They are set well back from the road on plots of typically 0.8ha and are
enclosed by a mature landscape of trees and shrubs. Lake House, at the
top of Heath Road, and Snape Hall farmhouse, on Snape Hall Road, are
significantly older properties outside the rinage of development and are
Grade II listed buildings.

Black brick house at Acton

Whitmore Hall (Grade I listed) from the churchyard
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Heritage Assets

•

Church of St Mary and All Saints (NHLE 1280181)

Refer to Figure 5 for a map of all heritage assets in the area.

•

Church of St Thomas (NHLE 1353782)

Scheduled Monuments

There are three Scheduled Monuments within the Neighbourhood Plan
Area. These are:
•

Multivallate hillfort at Berth Hill (NHLE 1009771)

•

Lea Head moated site (NHLE 1011892)

•

Bowl barrow on Maer Hills (NHLE 1009345)

There is another Scheduled Monument just outside the Neighbourhood
Plan Area, to the north of Madeley Park:
•

Site of Old Madeley Manor: a moated site with late 16th century house,
gardens and a watermill (NHLE 1009769)

•
•

Old Stable Block (NHLE 1027845)

Butterton Grange Farmhouse (NHLE 1027842)

The rest are Grade II listed buildings and include many interesting buildings
and structures including gateposts, mileposts, farmhouses, lodges, a
boathouse, outbuildings, bridges, halls, stables, a vicarage, memorials, a
sundial, a lake house, cottages, churches, a mill and ruins amongst others.
A simple overview of the type of buildings listed gives a good impression
of the area, which is essentially former large land owning Estates with
estate villages set in rural landscape the economic mainstay of which was
agriculture and farming.

stone walls and the bridge uniting the grounds of the Hall with estate
woodland on the opposite side of the road creates a dramatic entrance
and provides a sense of enclosure and intimacy. The wooded slopes and
backdrop create an attractive backdrop to the church and Hall. The village
was designated a Conservation Area in 1970.
Whitmore Conservation Area
Whitmore is an estate village dating back to the Domesday Book and
beyond. The village, developed by the Mainwaring family, also contains
Whitmore Hall, St Mary’s and All Saints Parish Church and estate farms
set in parkland landscape. Most of the village is within the Conservation
Area which was designated in 1971.

A full list of these can be found in the appendices.
There is one Grade II Registered Park and Garden within the Neighbourhood
Plan area. This is:
•

Maer Hall (NHLE 1001246)

Further information on the above heritage assets can be found on the
Historic England website: https://historicengland.org.uk/

Workers’ cottages in Whitmore Conservation Area

Butterton Conservation Area

Church of St Peter, Maer (Grade II*)

Listed Buildings

There are 63 listed buildings within the Neighbourhood Plan area. One of
which is Grade I listed this is:
•

Whitmore Hall (NHLE 1206579)

Seven are Grade II* listed buildings. These are:
•

Lea Head Manor (NHLE 1027829)

•

Church of St Peter (NHLE 1206359)

•
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Gatehouse, Flanking Walls and Bollards to Maer Hall (NHLE 1027834)

Ruins of Old Butterton Hall (Grade II)

Conservation Areas

There are three Conservation Areas. These are:
Maer Conservation Area
Maer is an estate village dominated by Maer Hall, its associated buildings,
stone boundary walls, grounds and parkland. The church is also a key
building within the Conservation Area. The combination of the high

Butterton is a small village of individually designed dwellings within a
settlement that dates back to the 15th century and was developed as
an estate village by the Swinnerton-Pilkington Family in the 19th century.
Butterton Conservation area was designated in 2006. It centres on the
landscape park of the former Butterton Hall and includes the group of
buildings situated around the site of the old Butterton Hall, St Thomas
Church, the surrounding woodland, Butterton Dyke and extends to include
Park Lodge.
Butterton Conservation Area is also subject to an Article 4 Direction, which
is a form of planning regulation used to control works that could threaten
the character of an area of acknowedged importance. The Council have
removed and made certain restrictions on the kind of alterations allowed
in Butterton Conservation Area. This affects aspects, such as porches,
historic doors and windows and other distinctive architectural features
and removing or putting up walls.
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Further information on Butterton Conservation Area character Appraisal
and Management Plan can be found on the Newcastle-Under-Lyme
Borough Council website:
https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/IMCE/Planning/
butterton_camp.pdf
Further information on conservation areas and Article 4 Directions can be
found on the Newcastle-Under-Lyme Borough Council website:
https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/all-services/planning/conservationand-heritage/conservation-areas
The following buildings, in addition to the listed buildings, were identified
as historic buildings contributing to the character of the Butterton
Conservation Area within the Conservation Area Appraisal and
Management Plan. These are:
•
•

Butterton House

Walled Garden at Butterton Nurseries

Local lists also play an essential role in understanding the value of
buildings and other features which contribute positively to local character
and distinctiveness in the historic environment. Local lists can be used
to identify significant local heritage assets to support the development
of Neighbourhood and Local Plans. Newcastle-Under-Lyme Borough
Council has a Register of Locally Important Buildings and Structures in
Newcastle-under-Lyme. The register is generally used to raise awareness
in the community of local heritage and to try and protect it from harmful
change and demolition. The following buildings have been included on
this register:
•

Mainwaring Arms, Newcastle Road, Whitmore.

•

Acton Methodist Church, Acton

•
•
•

Former Post Office, Three Mile Lane, Whitmore.
Baldwins Gate Farmhouse, Baldwins Gate

Former station Booking Office, Baldwins Gate.

Further information on the Register of Locally Important Buildings and
Structures can be found on the Council’s website: https://www.newcastlestaffs.gov.uk/all-services/planning/conservation-and-heritage/registerlocally-important-buildings-and-structures

Maer Hall walls
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Cultural Associations

The area has a rich cultural heritage and a long history of settlement,
going back to Celtic times when the tribe of the Cornovii occupied the
hillfort at Berth Hill.
The settlements of Hill Chorlton, Chapel Chorlton, Swinchurch, Maer and
Whitmore Village pre-date the Norman conquest, being recorded in the
Domesday Book, where some are recorded as having been laid waste
during the “Harrying of the North”. The Mainwaring family have lived in
Whitmore and owned most of Whitmore Village, including some 1500
acres of land, since the Norman conquest. Each of the parishes has a
parish church with medieval origins.
The presence of landed estates in the area has influenced the shaping
of the landscape and the built heritage, with a number of halls or their
remnants and ancillary buildings, manor houses and large farmhouses of
tenant farms.
Notable past residents of the area include Josiah Wedgwood II, son of the
English potter Josiah Wedgwood, who lived at Maer Hall from 1807 until
his death in 1843, and William Davenport, another pottery manufacturer,
who purchased the Hall after Wedgwood’s death. Wedgwood’s sister
Sarah built a home for herself at nearby Camp Hill.
Charles Darwin, nephew of Josiah Wedgwood, was a frequent visitor to
Maer and married his cousin, Emma Wedgwood. Darwin made his first
observations of the action of earthworms on the soil in fields at Maer
Moss in 1837.

Enclosure
Enclosed country lanes

Enclosure relates to the level of openness within the area. Enclosure
can be created by a range of factors, including vegetation, landform and
buildings.
Some villages in the area feel relatively enclosed due to wooded margins,
sunken lanes (sometimes lined with mature hedgerows and trees), their
location in hollows between steep hillsides, or combinations of these
factors.
The scale of the landscape is larger in many areas, where the local
topography affords long and wide views across the open landscape.
Such views are available from a variety of locations at Maer Hills, Camp
Hill, Chapel Chorlton, Hill Chorlton, Whitmore Heath, Butterton and Acton.

Sunken narrow country lane through Maer
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Open settlement margin at Sandyfields, Baldwins Gate

Wooded ridges and plateaus form the horizon in many parts of the area,
most notably around Baldwins Gate, which is ringed by a horizon of low
wooded hills.
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Views

The A53 is generally wider and less densely lined with vegetation than
much of the network of small country lanes which traverse the area, giving
rise to more open views. The A51 is similarly characterised from Maer
Lodge to Willoughbridge. The M6, which marks the edge of Whitmore
Parish, is in a valley and is not prominent in the landscape.
The wooded hillside and ridges of Maer Hills – including the flat top of
Berth Hill – Camp Hill, Swallow Hill and Whitehouse Wood is a conspicuous
landform in the wider landscape, and aids with orientation, especially from
public rights of way in the area. Views from Camp Hill, the highest point
in the Neighbourhood Area, and from Maer Hills are often limited due to
dense woodland.
Views out from some of the settlement areas are limited by intervening
buildings and vegetation. The winding lanes, dense vegetation and
sunken location of some of the villages of Whitmore, Acton, Butterton,
Aston and Maer significantly limit views.
Other settlements, Whitmore Heath, Madeley Park Wood, Chapel Chorlton
and Hill Chorlton are located on higher points in the landscape and have
a more open outlook on the wider countryside.
Views out of Baldwins Gate are bounded by the wooded ridges which
surround the village. There are longer views from points on the perimeter
of the village: down the valleys running north-west and south-east of the
village, to Hey Sprink and Hanchurch Hills, respectively.

Framed views from Madeley Park Wood

Open views of countryside in green belt at Butterton

Relatively open views along A53, near Whitmore village

Views out of Baldwins Gate are bounded by wooded ridges

A number of high points in the area afford views into wide, distant
landscapes well beyond the area on clear days: to the Staffordshire
Moorlands and the Pennines; to Jodrell Bank Telescope and across
the Cheshire Plain; to Beeston Castle and into Wales; to the Wrekin in
Shropshire; and towards Stafford.
There are no protected views within the area.
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MANAGING CHANGE

Houses on Lakeside estate, Baldwins Gate
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Managing change

Positive aspects of character

•

The character of the Chapel and Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and
Whitmore Neighbourhood Area described above is the result of a range
of interactions between natural and human processes. This development
is supported by the section on historical development, which describes
how the structure and character of the area has changed over time.
Together this provides a baseline against which change can be monitored
and managed.

There are a number of positive aspects of character, which should be
sustained, reinforced or enhanced. These relate to the enclosed rural
aspect of the landscape and the rural setting of settlements.

•

The evolution of the landscape will continue and therefore the management
of change is essential to ensure that sustainable social, environmental
and economic outcomes are achieved. This section therefore considers
various factors which may influence change and inform the policies
set out in the Chapel and Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and Whitmore
Neighbourhood Plan.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Forces of change

•

In addition to the direct changes described above a range of indirect
pressures may result in a change in character over time. Climate change
is likely to result in more extreme weather patterns, including more
frequent floods or drought. The species of plants currently within the
study area may not be able to tolerate such extremes and over time may
be replaced. Furthermore, over recent years a number of new plant pests
and diseases have established in the UK which have the potential to wipe
out certain species.

•

In addition, the western leg of the High Speed Two railway line, which is
proposed to connect Birmingham and Manchester, would pass through
Whitmore Parish, cutting across the Meece Valley between Stableford
and Baldwins Gate and through Whitmore Wood and the Lea Valley northwest of Whitmore Heath. This would create a new element within both
the wider landscape and the immediate landscape setting of the existing
settlement areas.

•

Infill development at Baldwins Gate, and an extension of its village envelope
to accommodate further development is proposed. This will have an
impact on the openness of the countryside, on the relationship between
the village and surrounding farmland, on views into the surrounding
landscape, and could result in visual coalescence between Baldwins Gate
and Madeley Park Wood.
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•
•
•
•

The extensive footpath network provides recreational opportunity
across the landscape for surrounding communities
Enclosure provided by hedgerow and mature trees in field boundaries
and alongside roads enhances the rural character of the landscape

Extensive tracts of open landscape surrounding settlements, which
provides areas of separation between developed areas

•
•
•

The survival of historic buildings and structures, which provides a
reference to the development and cultural history of the area

•

Commonality in styles and a limited palette of materials between
many of the buildings

•

Landscaped and well maintained front gardens, which contribute to
the green infrastructure of the area

Small settlements surrounded by pastoral and arable farming and
remnants of former parkland from the large country estates.

Winding, sunken, single track roads with passing places and no road
markings, adding to the secluded nature of the villages
Absence of street clutter, adding to the attractiveness of the villages
Stone boundary walls enclosing former estates and farmland

Metal estate rail fencing in places, such as along the A51 north of
Maer
Historic farmsteads

Large and small areas of woodland across the area and isolated trees
in the landscape are key features and are an integral part of the historic
landscape character of the area.

Paving over of some front gardens in some settlements, and driveway
parking in front of residences in newer estates in Baldwins Gate,
contributing to car-dominated streetscapes.
Lack of wooded margins to new developments, such as Fair-Green
Road in Baldwins Gate and Walls Wood in Madeley Park Wood.
High volumes of high speed traffic on the A51 and A53.

The conversion of former estate buildings has introduced domestic
and sometimes suburban architecture which at times jar with the
historic landscape and parkland setting.
Unsympathetic extensions, domestic porches to former agricultural
buildings, the insertion or alteration of openings, the use of nontraditional materials in historic buildings, which cumulatively may
undermine the historic character and appearance of the area.

Newer development within the villages, particularly infill plots and the
more recent estates in Baldwins Gate, have not respected the wellestablished post-war estate village style in terms of the established
scale, height, massing, density alignment and materials.
Inappropriate boundary treatments, such as manor gates and railings
and red brick walls, that are not in keeping with the rural character of
many of the settlements.

Sensitivity to change
There are also some elements which are particularly sensitive to change.
These relate to the value and setting of heritage assets and the rural
characteristics of the surrounding landscape.
•
•
•

Issues to be addressed

•

The following issues have been identified which could be addressed
through new development or active management. These are principally
related to the retention of green infrastructure in the area.

•

•

Heritage buildings and their settings, in particular the clusters of listed
buildings in the Whitmore, Butterton and Maer Conservation Areas
Areas of ancient woodland and mature hedgerows and trees across
the parishes

The parkland landscapes of Maer and Whitmore, including the
registered park and gardens of Maer Hall
The wooded valley of the Meece Brook

Wetland and peat bed areas around Baldwins Gate and in the Tern
Valley

The open farmland and woodland blocks which maintain separation
between settlement areas
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Character management principles
Despite the area’s proximity to the urban area of Newcastle-under-Lyme,
it has retained a strongly rural character and remains an attractive area
of sparsely settled countryside. However, without further protection
through planning policy, unsympathetic development, loss of open
countryside, loss of heritage assets, including natural heritage and loss
of mature vegetation in the area would have incremental impacts on the
characteristics of the area which would result in a substantial cumulative
impact on landscape character.
In order to address the issues highlighted above, managing change in
this area should focus on sustaining and enhancing the defining rural
character of the Neighbourhood Plan area and reinforcing the local
distinctiveness conferred by its built, landscape and natural assets. The
following principles should be considered when defining policies with
respect to heritage and character:
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

New developments should respect the layout, scale, mass, height
and appearance of neighbouring buildings and buildings across the
Neighbourhood Area and the rural character of settlements and
should avoid urban dwelling types, styles and densities
High quality materials and a high standard of workmanship should be
applied in the repair, or other works, to the public realm

woodlands and Local Wildlife Sites, which contribute the richness
of character in the rural landscape, from the encroachment of
development.
In addition to policy protection, this assessment has identified projects or
initiatives which could be financed through the Community Infrastructure
Levy (CIL) and Section 106 (S106) contributions, or if the project is not
eligible for these mechanisms, through other means of funding or delivery.
CIL is a tool for local authorities to levy contributions from developers to
help deliver infrastructure projects which benefit the local community –
for more information, see http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/
blog/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy/.
Section 106 agreements are site-specific and put in place to make it
possible to approve a planning application that might not otherwise
be acceptable in planning terms – for example, the provision of new
green space. It is recommended to seek advice from the Local Planning
Authority on what types of project can be funded through CIL and S106.
Projects and initiatives identified as having potential to be brought forward
by CIL, S106 or other means include:
•
•

Conserve and protect heritage assets and their setting, including
those located outside the Maer, Butterton and Whitmore Conservation
Areas
Proposals to alter existing buildings should demonstrate a detailed
understanding of the history and design qualities of the buildings and
provide a clear rationale for how this is taken account of in the design
of the alterations proposed

Preserve the sense of enclosure in enclosed parts of the landscape
by maintaining hedgerows and trees
Protect the rural character of the landscape by maintaining or creating
screening around the urban edges of settlements

Proposals should retain or enhance well-vegetated front gardens
that demonstrate a strong relationship with the street and the rural
character of the area, and avoid substantial areas of paving for parking
that create car-dominated streetscapes
Contain any further expansion of the settlements within the Green
Belt to protect its statutory functions

Contain any further expansion of the settlements in the open
countryside so as to maintain the existing loose pattern of settlement
and avoid the visual or actual coalescence of settlements
Maintain the openness of the landscape where it has been formed by
parkland, (former) estate lands and farming estates

Protect the area’s environmentally sensitive places such as wetlands,

Public Rights of Way should be well-maintained and a signage strategy
prepared to enhance recreational access across the countryside
A plan should be prepared to set out commitments to the management
and future replacement of ancient trees and hedgerows which
considers resilience to environmental change

Next steps and sources of further
information and support
This study is intended to provide evidence to support the development
of policies with respect to heritage and character for the Chapel and Hill
Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and Whitmore Neighbourhood Plan. As such, it
does not provide a comprehensive overview of contribution of individual
buildings, streets or spaces to the character of the area. It should be
considered alongside other evidence gathered through the plan making
process, such as detailed policy reviews, consultation responses and site
options assessments and the evidence base of the Newcastle-UnderLyme and Stoke-on-Trent Core Spatial Strategy 2006-2026.
Other work which would strengthen the evidence base and provide a
basis for monitoring and managing future change includes:
•

Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plans produced
for Maer, Butterton and Whitmore Conservation Areas to aid
understanding of the historic estates and appropriate management
principles. This is a duty of the local planning authority but could be

•
•

supported by the neighbourhood plan.

The Register of Locally Important Buildings and Structures should be
updated in relation to the settlements within the Neighbourhood Plan
area.
The Whitmore Village Design Statement should be revised and
extended to cover the whole of the Neighbourhood Plan area

A wealth of further information and support is available to assist Chapel
and Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and Whitmore in applying the principles
set out in this assessment. The My Community website is a useful starting
point and is updated regularly. Current guidance which may be of interest
includes:
•
•
•
•

Community Rights and Heritage, July 2016: http://mycommunity.org.
uk/resources/community-rights-and-heritage/

Heritage in Neighbourhood Plans, July 2016: http://mycommunity.org.
uk/news/heritage-in-neighbourhood-plans/

Design in Neighbourhood Planning, February 2016: http://
mycommunity.org.uk/resources/design-in-neighbourhood-planning/
Writing Planning Policies, September 2014: http://mycommunity.org.
uk/resources/writing-planning-policies/

Further technical support is also available to priority neighbourhood
planning groups and forums through Locality, funded by DCLG. The other
packages of support currently available are:
•

Establishing a Neighbourhood Forum

•

Site options and assessment

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Housing Advice and Assessment

Urban Design and Masterplanning, including Design Codes
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
Viability of proposals

Evidence Base and Policy Reviews
Facilitation Support

Technical Facilitation

Healthcheck prior to examination

Further information is available in the Neighbourhood Planning Grant
Guidance Notes produced by Locality: http://mycommunity.org.uk/
resources/guidance-notes-neighbourhood-planning/
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APPENDIX A: SCHEDULE OF HERITAGE ASSETS
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ID

LIST ENTRY

NAME

GRADE

EASTING

NORTHING

LIST DATE

Listed Buildings

40

1

1027830

Gate Piers About 150 Metres South West Of Lea Head Manor

II

374966

341959

17/11/1966

2

1027829

Lea Head Manor

II*

375064

342023

02/12/1952

3

1028011

Milepost At Ngr Sj 7527 3984

II

375270

339833

14/05/1985

4

1353778

Aston Manor Farmhouse

II

375327

341122

14/05/1985

5

1353779

201

II

375381

341241

14/05/1985

6

1027828

Yew Tree Farmhouse

II

375464

340930

17/11/1966

7

1027826

181

II

375714

341095

17/11/1966

8

1027827

Cowhouse Attached At Right Angles To East End Of Number 181

II

375723

341094

14/05/1985

9

1353780

Aston Cliff Farmhouse

II

376068

342116

14/05/1985

10

1206278

Milepost At Ngr Sj 7665 3897

II

376647

338948

14/05/1985

11

1027824

Milepost At Ngr Sj 7724 3878

II

377237

338787

14/05/1985

12

1028012

Milepost At Ngr Sj 7823 3884

II

378249

338829

14/05/1985

13

1027825

Milepost At Ngr Sj 7853 3968

II

378525

339678

14/05/1985

14

1353777

Maer Hall Lodge, Walls, Gate Piers And Gates

II

378929

338804

14/05/1985

15

1206418

Boathouse And Causeway Approximately 100 Metres North West Of Maer Hall

II

379110

338340

14/05/1985

16

1027833

Stone Balustrade Approximately 70 Metres West Of Maer Hall

II

379173

338297

14/05/1985

17

1027835

Outbuildings To Outer Stable Yard To South West Of Maer Hall

II

379191

338231

14/05/1985

18

1027836

Park Bridge, Steps And Revetment Walls About 100 Metres North Of Maer Hall

II

379194

338420

14/05/1985

19

1206392

Maer Hall And Attached Garden Wall To South

II

379207

338332

30/07/1964

20

1206432

Stable Block At Maer Hall

II

379212

338279

14/05/1985

21

1027834

Gatehouse, Flanking Walls And Bollards To Maer Hall

II*

379242

338292

14/05/1985

22

1206384

Harding Memorial Approximately 4 Metres South West Of Tower Of Church Of St Peter

II

379250

338319

14/05/1985

23

1280206

The Vicarage

II

379257

338253

14/05/1985

24

1027831

Aston Memorial Approximately 2 Metes South Of Nave Of Church Of St Peter

II

379267

338318

14/05/1985

25

1206359

Church Of St Peter

II*

379268

338329

17/11/1966

26

1353781

Sundial Approximately 6 Metres South Of Chancel Of Church Of St Peter

II

379275

338314

14/05/1985

27

1027832

Harding Memorial Approximately 20 Metres South East Of Church Of St Peter

II

379292

338322

14/05/1985

28

1206528

Snape Hall Farmhouse

II

379294

341233

14/05/1985

29

1280212

Station House

II

379569

340332

14/05/1985

30

1206444

Milepost At Ngr Sj 7980 4054

II

379804

340536

14/05/1985

31

1206497

Lake House

II

379823

341612

14/05/1985

32

1025828

House Approximately 130 Metres West North West Of The Church Of St Mary And All Saints

II

380910

341070

14/05/1985

33

1354782

Cottages Dated 1877

II

380947

341018

14/05/1985

34

1353786

Williams Memorial Approximately 25 Metres South West Of Church Of St Mary And All Saints

II

381001

341024

14/05/1985
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1029825

Milepost At Ngr Sj 8101 3879

II

381010

338789

14/05/1985

36

1027844

Malkin Memorial Approximately 14 Metres North West Of Church Of St Mary And All Saints

II

381018

341047

14/05/1985

37

1353785

Fitch Memorial

II

381023

341042

14/05/1985

38

1280154

Rhodes Memorial Approximately 13 Meters South Of The Church Of St Mary And All Saints

II

381033

341020

14/05/1985

39

1280181

Church Of St Mary And All Saints

II*

381034

341032

17/11/1966

40

1027845

Old Stable Block

II*

381035

341258

17/11/1966

41

1354781

Bridge Approximately 15 Metres South East Of Old Stable Block

II

381040

341240

14/05/1985

42

1025827

Gate Piers To Whitmore Hall, Immediately To West Of Whitmore Hall Lodge

II

381059

340982

14/05/1985

43

1025826

Whitmore Hall Lodge

II

381066

340989

14/05/1985

44

1206579

Whitmore Hall

I

381090

341266

02/12/1952

45

1029829

Green Farmhouse

II

381165

337975

14/05/1985

46

1029826

Church Of St Lawrence

II

381294

337760

17/11/1966

47

1029828

Sundial Approximately 15 Metres North Of East End Of Church Of St Lawrence

II

381305

337777

14/05/1985

48

1027837

Milepost At Ngr Sj 8132 4112

II

381306

341119

14/05/1985

49

1029827

Delves Memorial And Railed Enclosure About 2m North Of The Chancel Of The Church Of St Lawrence

II

381311

337766

14/05/1985

50

1377611

Church House Farmhouse

II

381335

337844

14/05/1985

51

1029824

Chorlton Mill

II

381442

339197

14/05/1985

52

1096033

Former Cock Inn

II

381486

338724

26/11/2002

53

1027841

Barn Attached To West End Of Shutlanehead Farmhouse

II

381976

342476

14/05/1985

54

1027838

Milepost At Ngr Sj 8242 4217

II

382403

342179

14/05/1985

55

1206538

Milepost At Ngr Sj 8257 4183

II

382552

341820

14/05/1985

56

1027839

Ivy Cottage

II

382649

343253

14/05/1985

57

1280200

Gate Piers Immediately To South West Of Park Lodge

II

383142

342793

14/05/1985

58

1027840

Park Lodge

II

383152

342802

17/11/1966

59

1353782

Church Of St Thomas

II*

383189

342242

14/05/1985

60

1353783

Park House

II

383410

342559

14/05/1985

61

1206523

Ruins Of Old Butterton Hall

II

383494

342530

14/05/1985

62

1027843

Milepost At Ngr Sj 8400 4186

II

384002

341857

14/05/1985

63

1027842

Butterton Grange Farmhouse

II*

384308

342111

14/05/1985

Scheduled Monuments
64

1011892

Lea Head moated site

N/A

375002
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APPENDIX B: HISTORICAL MAPS
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ABOUT AECOM
In a complex and unpredictable world, where growing demands have to be met with finite
resources, AECOM brings experience gained from improving quality of life in hundreds of
places.
We bring together economists, planners, engineers, designers and project managers to
work on projects at every scale. We engineer energy efficient buildings and we build new
links between cities. We design new communities and regenerate existing ones. We are
the first whole environments business, going beyond buildings and infrastructure.
Our Europe teams form an important part of our worldwide network of 45,000 staff in 150
countries. Through 360 ingenuity, we develop pioneering solutions that help our clients to
see further and go further.
www.aecom.com
Follow us on Twitter: @aecom

