
 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Plan passes Independent Examination 

 

We are delighted to report that the Neighbourhood Plan passed Independent Examination on 

16 August 2019 and that the Examiner has recommended that it proceed, with modifications, to 

Local Referendum. This is a major and very significant milestone for the Plan. Representatives of 

Whitmore Parish Council and the Steering Group, accompanied by our consultant Hannah 

Barter, will meet with the Borough Council’s Neighbourhood Planning Officer on 25 September 

to review the Examiner’s report and make the modifications to the Plan. Following that, the 

Planning Department will issue a “decision report” and will publish the Examiner’s report on its 

website. We can expect the Borough Council’s Elections Office to announce the date of the 

Local Referendum in due course. 

The Independent Examiner, Mr Christopher Collison, was appointed by the Borough Council 

and previously examined the Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan in 2018. His task was to assess 

whether the Plan meets the “Basic Conditions” and to recommend modifications to the Plan 

that he deemed necessary to enable it to meet the Basic Conditions. The Independent 

Examination included an unaccompanied visit to the Neighbourhood Area. 

The Independent Examination must be carried out as transparently as possible, therefore all 

the documents and correspondence relating to it are publicly accessible on the Borough 

Council’s website. You can read about the Examination on the Neighbourhood Planning pages at 

https://www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/all-services/planning/planning-policy/neighbourhood-

planning (select the Plan from the menu on the right-hand side of the screen). When the 

Examiner’s report has been published we will also make all the documents available on the 

Neighbourhood Plan website. 

Looking forward 

We are now approaching the end of a four-year process that has seen community participation 

at every stage. There have been a range of consultations and information events at which the 

community has been invited to give its views. Throughout the process the community has been 

kept informed through a variety of newsletters, leaflets and the Neighbourhood Plan website. 

The views and suggestions put forward have played a major part in shaping the Plan and its 

policies. It can truly be said that the Plan is a “neighbourhood” plan.  



The Borough Council itself has commented that the Plan “has recognised and responded to 

the views of the local residents of the three Parishes . . . It is forward-looking and open to 

changes as community needs develop yet it seeks to retain many of the rural characteristics and 

heritage that are valued by established long-time and new residents.” The Borough Council has 

also commented that “a great deal of community engagement and consultation has taken 

place”. 

The final act of community participation will be the Local Referendum. As noted above, this 

will be organised by the Borough Council’s Elections Office and will be announced in due course, 

once all the processes related to the Independent Examination have been completed. 

Once the Neighbourhood Plan has passed referendum, our Neighbourhood Area will have a 

set of planning policies that respect and are tailored to the rural character and the needs of the 

Neighbourhood Area. The parish councils and local residents will be able to refer to these 

policies when they respond to planning applications. The Borough Council will also refer to 

these policies when it makes decisions on planning applications. Our communities can look 

forward to having greater certainty about planning applications in the Neighbourhood Area, 

relying on the policies of the Plan to protect the natural environment and the character of our 

settlements, and to guide the size, location and design of any new developments that come 

forward. 

Keep up to date on Plan progress 

Every issue of “One Way” church magazine includes an article on the Neighbourhood Plan. We 

know that not everyone in Whitmore parish sees the magazine, so each article is posted on the 

parish and village hall noticeboards and in the bus stops in Baldwins Gate. You can also read the 

articles on the website: www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk and click on the “Community 

engagement” tab. 

 

It’s your neighbourhood – it’s your Plan! 
Please turn out to vote in the Local Referendum 

Visit the website: www.cmaw-
neighbourhoodplan.org.uk 

Email us: cmaw-neighbourhoodplan@hotmail.com 

Are you on the Neighbourhood Plan email list? 
To join the list, send us an email 

 


